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Camp Cresset 
Finley’s Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient – 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor “Most Distinguished Camp” Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish." 

 

 

Finley’s Flagging 

August 29, 2015 

Saturday, August 29, 2015, 

&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ ÂÒÁÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÉÎ 

and flew our flags at the Havana 

Flag Site. As usual, we were well 

received by passersby. Some 

Southern friends stopped by to 

give encouragement or buy their 

own Confederate Battle Flags. 

Our next Flagging will be Saturday 

November 7, 2015. We hope to 

encourage all those Tallahasseans 

who are headed to Mule Day in 

Calvary, Georgia. Make plans now to come out and show your Southern Pride!!!  

 
¢Ƙƛǎ aƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦΥ  Cadet Richard 

Hayward of the West Florida Seminary  
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Welcome Finley’s New Members!!! 

Tony Williams ς ¢ƻƴȅ Ƨƻƛƴǎ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΤ Private Owen D Williams of  
¢ǊǳǎǎΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ .ŀǊōƛŜǊŜΩǎ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅΦ He enlisted October 13, 1863 at Elyton, Alabama 
(Birmingham). This Battalion was formed from several independent companies for local defense and 
worked closely with the Reserves. 

Matt Sanders ς Mŀǘǘ Ƨƻƛƴǎ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ William C Chitwood of Company D, 4th 
Confederate Infantry, CSA. He enlisted on September 14, 1861 at Montgomery, Alabama. He was captured 
at Island #10 (Mississippi River) on April 8, 1862 and sent to Camp Randall, Wisconsin where he died on 
May 29, 1862. 

 

Official Notice!!!  
 

&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÌÄ ÉÔÓ ÂÉÅÎÎÉÁÌ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρπȟ ςπρυȢ 

In accordance with the Camp By-laws:  

 Article VII.  Officers 

Section I.  The Camp officers shall consist of the Commander, First Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant, Third 

Lieutenant Commanders, Adjutant, Treasurer, Chaplain, Quartermaster and Executive Committee.  The 
Executive Committee may include, at their determination of the need, Judge Advocate, Surgeon, Color 
Sergeant, Sergeant-at- Arms, Editor, and Historian. All officers, except those of the Executive Committee, 
shall be elected by majority vote, by written ballot of members in good standing present at the annual 
meeting of the Camp. Two office positions may be held by one member with the exception of the 
Commander and First Lieutenant Commander.  Those elected shall hold offices for a period of two years or 
until their successors are elected.  Officers elected at the meeting shall take office the first day following the 
election. 

A Nominating Committee has been established to make recommendations to the Camp for each office. 
On the night of the election, nominations from the floor will be accepted, as long as the nominee is 
present and agrees to serve if elected. Nominees may also be written-in on the ballot. If you are 
interested in serving as an officer please notify the Nominating Committee as soon as possible. 
Committee members: Ellis Harvey, Marshall Carroll, and Jim Windsor. 

 

 
ά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ which a nation or a community cares for its dead and I will 

measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its people, their respect 
for the laws of the land and their loyalty to high ideals." ς Lord Gladstone. 
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Who is Mosby! 
An in-depth look at the Grey Ghost Part III 

By Compatriot JR Miller 
 

A Partisan Life Begins. 

 
Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мусоΣ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘǳŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ aƻǎōȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ 

the 43rd Battalion of Virginia Cavalry. On January 24, 1863 Mosby crossed the Rappahannock River and 

immediately began operations in a country which General Joe Johnston had abandoned a year before. In 

general, his purpose was to threaten and harass the enemy on the border and in this way compel his 

enemy to withdraw troops from his front to guard the line of the Potomac and Washington City.  Mosby 

started out with only 8 men and by the end of the war his command had grown to 8 companies. 

 

άwŜŎǊǳƛǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙis, along with 

aƻǎōȅΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻ-South, pro-Confederate, and 

therefore pro-aƻǎōȅΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘέΦ 

aƻǎōȅΩǎ ƳŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ /ƻƭǘ ппΩǎ each and they did not pay for them but the U.S. Government did. 

Mosby did not use sabers or carbines for they were cumbersome to use in lighting fast attacks. John 

aǳƴǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ άReminiscences of a Mosby GuerrillaέΣ ǘƘŀǘ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ of our men 

to gallop by a tree at full tilt, and put three bullets in its trunk in succession. This sort of shooting left the 

enemy with a good many empty saddles after an engagementΦέ hƴŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ aƻǎōȅΩǎ ƳŜƴ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ 

the saddle fox hunting and therefore became excellent horsemen.  

 

The Confederate government issued a special rule for partisan groups including the sharing of the spoils of 

ǿŀǊΤ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƻƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊέ ǊǳƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

these different partisan groups. Mosby was concerned about this and always screened a new recruit. The 

results were amazing, as only about 10% of his men had served previous in the Confederate Army.  

 

Mosby rose quickly in the Confederate ranks: Captain on March 15, 1863, Major on March 26, 1863, Lieut. 

Colonel on January 21, 1864 and Colonel on December 7, 1864. One of the reasons for his quick rise was 

because of his actions in March 1863; in which Mosby and a small contingent of troops sneak behind the 

lines of Fairfax County, Court house and captured 3 union officers including Brig. General Edwin H. 

Stoughton. It is said that Mosby found Stoughton in his night shirt in bed. Mosby is to have lifted the 

blankets and night shirt and spanked the general with the broadside of the sword. This awoke the general 

ŀƴŘ aƻǎōȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ aƻǎōȅέΚ ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άȅŜǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΚέ aƻǎōȅ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ 

ǎŀƛŘ άƴƻ ōǳǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ȅƻǳέΦ aƻǎōȅ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΣ ол ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜd 

men and 58 horses without firing a shot. From this point on Mosby was a famous man worldwide. 

¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 
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Legislative Update on Confederate Issues 

The following Bills/Resolutions have been introduced in Congress and need your input. All three of these 

are Anti-Confederate, Anti-Veteran, and Anti-American. Please take time to call your Senators and 

Congresswoman. Their information is below. It will take about 10 minutes to call all three of them. Please 

urge your spouse and friends to call, also. Thank you to you all who have already called. 

Senate Bill 1689 – Reduces Highway funding for States that have a SCV License plate                                                                                                                       

Actions/Status:   Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works  

June 25, 2015 NO CHANGE 

House Resolution 3007 – Bans flags from Graves of Confederates buried in National Cemeteries                                                                                                                            

Actions/Status: Referred to a sub-committee on August 5, 2015.      

House Resolution 344 - Urging the discontinued use of the Confederate battle  flag, including the 

State Flags of Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi                                                                           

Actions/Status: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary, June 25, 2015 NO CHANGE 

 

Representative Gwen Graham 

300 South Adams Street A-3 Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Phone: (850) 891-8610 Fax: (850) 891-8620  

Washington DC Phone: (202) 225-5235 Fax: (202) 225-5615 

 

Florida Senators: 

Marco Rubio 

402 South Monroe Street Suite 2105E Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Phone: (850) 599-9100 Washington DC 202-224-3041 

 

Bill Nelson 
 
111 North Adams Street Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
Phone: 850-942-8415 Fax: 850-942-8450 

Washington DC Phone: 202-224-5274 Fax: 202-228-2183 
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Natural Bridge Historical Society  

The Natural Bridge Historical Society held their semi-annual meeting on August 22, 2015 at the Rakestraw 
IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ tŀǊƪΦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ άhǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ Memberέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
Camp members hold individual membership. Camp member, Mark Rominger is a member of the Executive 
Board of the NBHS. 

Camp members Crocker and JR Miller attended this meeting. The first item of discussion was the on-going 
pursuit of the State of Florida to obtain more land. There is about 11,000 acres owned by five different 
entities being looked at. Most of this property is north of the current park and will be used for camping and 
recreation. The major land holder is the Mormon Church, who bought all of St Joe Paper Company holdings 
in the area. They seem to be very agreeable. They have also given verbal approval to allow the parking area 
to be expanded for the re-enactments. 

The Florida Park Service and the NBHS are working with the University of West Florida to do a more 
thorough survey of the Battlefield. UWF has a program that specializes in archeological surveys. In fact, we 
tried to get them for Soldiers Cemetery in Quincy, Florida but, they kept getting bigger jobs. UWF surveyed 
part of the Natural Bridge Battlefield a while back and recovered 500 additional artifacts. One of those was 
an unexploded 12 lb. Confederate projectile with the fuse still intact! Eventually, all these artifacts will be 
displayed to the public. 

CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎκƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмс ǊŜ-enactment. The 
Park ServƛŎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ²ŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ нлмсΦ ¢ƘŜ ά²ŀƭƭέ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ  ōȅ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмс ǊŜ-enactment.  

 

Marker set for Private James C Branch 61st Georgia Infantry  

Recently, FinleyΩs Brigade ordered and set a Veterans Headstone for Private James C Branch at Mount Olive 
Cemetery in Altha, Florida. James Branch 
moved to Calhoun County after the War 
and raised his Family there. He was killed 
in a hunting accident in 1898. The 
Memorial Service planned for September 
26 has been postponed at the request of 
the Family. We will dedicate this marker 
at a later date.  

Photo: Three generations of Branch 
descendants. L-R: GGG Grandson Jason 
άJakeέ Branch, Great Granddaughter 
Shirley Branch Fleming, and GG Grandson 
Mike Branch. 
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This article submitted by Compatriot William Wright of SCV Camp 2012 Perry, Florida 
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H el p Wanted  
 

Newsletter editor and contributing writers, Contact Commander Crocker for details  
  
 

Heritage Opportunities 

 
Sept 8 ς Regular Camp Meeting 
Sept 19 ς Workday at Historic Evergreen Cemetery in Ocala, Florida 
Sept 25 ς Memorial Service at Riverside Cemetery in Marianna, Florida at 6pm CST 
Sept 26 ς Memorial Service at the Confederate Monument in Marianna, Florida. 
Sept 26 ς Memorial for Pvt James C Branch at Mount Olive Cemetery in Altha, Florida POSTPONED 
Sept 25-27 ς Rifles Rails and History event in Tavares, Florida 
Oct 13 ς Regular Camp Meeting 
Nov 1 ς Captain Wirz memorial service in Andersonville, Georgia at 3pm 
Nov 7 ς Flagging event at the Havana Flag-site 8am-until 
Nov 10 ς Regular Camp Meeting 
Nov 11 ς Tallahassee Veterans Day Parade 
Jan 23, 2016 ς Lee-Jackson Event at Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, Florida 
 
 
For times, locations, and details for the following events please contact Commander Crocker at 
kvcroadking@yahoo.com or 850-339-3051. 
 

Our meetings are always held on the second Tuesday of each and every month at the Golden Corral 
restaurant on North Monroe Street across from Lake Ella.  The program will start promptly at 6:45 so be 
sure to arrive early (6:00) to enjoy a fine meal and socialize before the meeting starts. 
 

The Camp Cresset Newsletter is the official publication of Camp 1614, Finley’s Brigade Sons of Confederate Veterans.  No content 

may be reproduced in part, or in whole, without the expressed written authorization from the Editor-in-Chief.  All parts herein remain 

the sole property of SCV Camp 1614. ©2015 

mailto:kvcroadking@yahoo.com

