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Camp Cresset 
Finley’s Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient – 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor “Most Distinguished Camp” Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish." 

 
 

Finley’s Brigade Mourns the loss of members:                                 
Jerry Reeves and Lucian May 

Two of Finley’s Brigade members were called home in the last few weeks. Compatriot Jerry 
Reeves passed away on June 24th at the age of 83. 
Jerry had been a member of our Camp for about 3 

years. He was a native of Leon County but had 
made Wakulla County his home for the last 57 

years. Jerry was a US Army Veteran of the Korean 
War.  While in Korea, he was wounded three times 
and was captured by the enemy when his unit was 

over ran. He and others made a daring escape 
from the North Korean POW Camp; risking their 
lives for weeks behind enemy lines. Jerry and his 

men finally made their way back to their unit. Jerry 
Reeves received the Silver Star (USA third highest 

combat medal) for “gallantry in action”, the Bronze 
Star for “Heroic actions”, three Purple Hearts, and 

the Korean Meritorious Unit Citation. 

Photo: Sgt. Jerry Reeves at Fort Benning, GA 
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Compatriot Lucian Fennel May passed away at his home on July 4th at the age of 93. 
Compatriot May was a longtime member of Finley’s . Lucian May was a native of Quincy, 
Florida and was also a Veteran, serving in WWII and Korea with the US Marine Corps. In 
WWII, he served on Okinawa as a Military Police. After WWII, Lucian May attended the 

University of Florida where he received a degree in Animal Husbandry. He became a 
commissioned officer in the USMC Reserves, and served as a Company Commander 

(Captain) of an Infantry Unit in the Korean War. After the War, he returned to Quincy and 
became Manager of the Agriculture Soil and Conservation Service of Gadsden County. 
Compatriot May remained in the USMCR and retired in 1972 at the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel. Along with his job, he farmed tobacco, cattle, and pursued many other agriculture 
endeavors. 

The regular July Camp meeting will be dedicated to these brave men. 

 

Show me the manner which a nation or a community cares for its dead and I 
will measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its 

people, their respect for the laws of the land and their loyalty to high ideals."  
Lord Gladstone 

 

 
Have you seen this Flag? 

 
I have seen this flag carried by a few people here in Florida, but never took it seriously 

until a few weeks ago. I had heard that this was the State of Florida Flag before the 
WBTS, but as no copy of 
ÔÈÉÓ ÆÌÁÇ ÅØÉÓÔÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȣ ) ×ÁÓ 

skeptical. I know of the 
Secession Flag presented to 
Governor Milton in January 
of 1861, and the Flag that 
Colonel Chase raised over 

Pensacola the same month, 
and  the Florida Star flag, 

but not this one. The 
Republic of West Florida 
Flag (Bonnie Blue) may 
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have been used before the war. My friend David King of Tampa, asked me to give a 
history of this Flag at the SCVMC Reunion in Cedar Key, Florida. My research revealed 

that there was no definitive State Flag when Florida seceded from the US. So, on 
February 8, 1861 the Florida Senate enacted a law directing the Governor Ȱwith the 

advice and consent of his staffȱ to adopt an appropriate device for a state flag which 
shall be distinctive in character. This did not happen overnight; there was a war on. 

However, a flag was designed and presented to then Governor Madison Starke Perry on 
September 13, 1861. Governor Perry had the Secretary of State record the description 
in the Official Records of Florida. It is evident that the flag was created in the time of 

war. The flag retained the red and white bars of the First National Flag of the 
Confederate States. The canton contains an oval seal with the early statehood motto of : 
“In God is our Trust” and the word Florida. The seal is further described in the records 

as: ȰIn the center of the ellipse is a single strong Live oak tree. Beyond is seen the 
Gulf of Mexico, with vessels in the distance. In front of and near the foot of the oak is 
a piece of Field Artillery. Beyond the gun, and resting against the boll of the oak, is 

seen a stand of six colors - the Confederate and State flags to the front. To the left of 
the Field Piece are four muskets stacked, to the right, balls piled and a drum.” It is 
unclear if any more of these flags were ever produced. Governor Milton took office a 

few weeks after the flag was created and no mention of it is made afterward. The 
original flag is not known to have survived. It has been recreated from the 1861 

description. 

 
 

John Jackson Dickison 
The Grey Swamp Fox of Florida Part II 

By Compatriot JR Miller 

 
"The Battle of Gainesville" 

 

During the months of June and July in 1864, Dickison and his men, which included his son 
Sergeant Charles Dickison, participated in several skirmishes with a Union force which was 
headed towards Palatka. On August 2, 1864, Dickison intercepted the contingent and 
forced them to surrender. He was not aware that some of the prisoners had concealed 
weapons. Without warning the prisoners exposed their weapons and opened fire. 
Dickison's son Charles was shot through the heart and fell from his horse mortally 
wounded. 
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On August 17, 1864, Dickison was told that members of the Union Army had arrived at the 
town of Starke and that they had burned Confederate train cars. Dickison and his men then 
proceeded to head towards Gainesville to fight against the invading enemy in what would 
be known as Battle of Gainesville (not to be confused with the First Skirmish of Gainesville 
of February 14, 1864). Gainesville was held by the members of the Company B of the 4th 
Massachusetts Cavalry. They were caught totally unprepared by Cpt. Dickison and his men. 
The Union force was dispersed, but before they scattered into the woods they suffered 28 
killed, 5 wounded and more than 200 captured. The remaining Union forces in the north 
central Florida area withdrew to the garrisons at Jacksonville and St. Augustine. Gainesville 
would remain in Confederate control for the duration of the war. This however, did not 
keep some units from participating in minor raids. 
 

On October 24, 1864, a detachment of the 4th Massachusetts Cavalry returned to 
Gainesville to plunder. Dickison was alerted and made a swift attack which resulted in a 40 
minute gunfight. Ten Union soldiers were killed and 23 were taken prisoners (this included 
eight men that were wounded). 
 
Dickison’s Florida Confederate exploits can be found in the Book: Dickison and His Men: 
Reminiscences of the War in Florida" written in 1889 by his wife. Dickison and his troopers 
have a rare distinction of being one of the few Confederate units never to be defeated on 

the battlefield.  
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Soldiers of Finley's Brigade: Pvt. Anthony T. Welters 
  

During the War Between the States many a fine 
and brave Floridian stood in the ranks of the 
Confederate army. Farmers, laborers, fishermen and 
politicians all enlisted to fight for the cause. Often 
forgotten these days are the black southerners. These 
men enlisted to fight alongside their neighbors and 
help in whatever way they could. Anthony T. Welters, 
born in 1810 had enlisted as a fifer in a local militia 
before the outbreak of the war. When his militia unit 
was absorbed into the 3rd Florida Infantry Regiment, 
Anthony, aged fifty one stayed with his comrades and 
became a musician in Company B. In the 3rd Florida 
there were several other black Confederate soldiers 
serving as musicians. It is said that Anthony was 
present and participated in the battles of Perryville, 
Murfreesboro, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, Chickamauga, 
Atlanta, Franklin and Nashville. The 3rd Florida 

Infantry, commanded by Colonel William S. Dilworth, was an integral part of Finley's 
Brigade which was made up of many Florida regiments. Anthony served through the war 
and along with his Company surrendered on April, 
26th 1865 in North Carolina.  

After the war Anthony lived in St. Augustine 
with his wife Sedra and their children. Anthony was an 
active member in the United Confederate Veterans E. 
Kirby Smith camp, and undoubtedly attended several 
reunions. In his later years he was known as "Uncle 
Tony" and was said to love to tell stories about his 
time in the war. Pvt Anthony T. Welters died in 1902 
at the ripe age of 92. He is buried with many 
Confederates veterans, black and white in the San 
Lorenzo Cemetery in St. Augustine, Florida. His grave 
is marked with a Confederate Veteran’s headstone. 

 
Compatriot Brandon Porter 
Colonel Daniel N. McIntosh SCV Camp 1378 Tulsa, Ok 
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SCV Telegraph - The anti-Confederate resolution  

 
Compatriots and friends: 
  
The anti-Confederate resolution by the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) on Tuesday was 
a significant act -- we, of course, made public statement regarding that resolution. 
However, what local SBC churches do in the days and weeks to come is infinitely more 
important -- this is where the rubber meets the road. 
  
As you go into this weekend, keep this in mind.  Also, be cognizant of the fact that one of 
the main media narratives will be the one-year anniversary of the tragic killing of nine 
Christians in a Charleston church. 
  
Please be assured that we are still engaged on the SBC matter; an appropriate and directed 
response is being developed and will be implemented soon.  For now, I would call on SCV 
members that are members of SBC churches to notice how your pastor reacts this Sunday; 
give him space, for now, to see what he says -- he might be an ally.  As you have 
opportunity, after that, you should utilize the statement issued after the resolution.  Again, 
there will be more to come from HQ. 
  
For non-SBC members, I am asking you to stand down; avoid a dialogue with local churches, 
area and state Baptist offices, etc.  Our most effective combatants in a heritage battle are 
always those that are within the circle of influence.  Battle plans are critical to a successful 
engagement; we are still in that stage.  Keep in mind that there is often a "feeding frenzy" 
dynamic -- there WILL be another group that will make an outrageous ant-Confederate 
statement.  Be vigilant.   
 
Deo Vindice! 
 
Charles Kelly Barrow 
Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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Chaplains Ramblings 
Chaplain John Howell 

 

It is indeed a great honor for us to pay homage to our ancestors, who fought and many paid 
the ultimate price with their life to defend their new country from outside invaders but to 
also acknowledge the debt we owe to our ancestors for fighting so earnestly to leave this 
legacy with us. 

This legacy was hard fought in their efforts to build a dream of a new and just society for us, 
their descendants. To place your life and the well-being of family and friends at risk is 
something that most of us have had little opportunity to put in action. Our ancestors had 
few of the daily conveniences that we today take for granted. They fought the good fight 
for what they felt in their hearts was the right thing to do. 

With this in mind, we sometimes feel a bit overwhelmed when we think of the debt we 
owe. Lord, I feel certain that in my heart that our ancestors were down on their knees, 
asking for Your guidance to help them achieve the goals they had set for themselves and 
this new nation. The odds of physical success in victory over the aggressors were not in 
their favor; however, this is at the heart of why we owe them so much gratitude, they gave 
everything they had to fight the good fight. Yes they eventually lost the physical war to 
overwhelming odds, but they did not lose the battle for the ideals they fought to achieve. 
Now Lord, with your divine guidance, their dream of a fair and just society, continues to live 
on in those of us who are committed to correct the errors: and yes, even the lies and 
distortions by the victors of the struggle to instill in their descendants the desire and the 
will to continue the battle, which has evolved into a battle of the hearts and souls of we; 
their descendants. We should never give up “the good fight” and always to ask for your 
divine guidance to do this, as benefactors of this legacy bestowed on us by our ancestors. 

We pray, oh Lord, that you continue to give us courage to continue to spread the truth to 
continue seeking your blessings. Oh Lord, I humbly ask these things in the name of your 
Precious Son, Jesus Christ, Amen 

 

 Help Wanted  

Newsletter Editor and contributing writers  

Guest Speakers for Camp meetings-Come share your knowledge! 
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Check us out at : http://www.finleysbrigadescv.com/ 

We are on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/235023710735/?fref=nf 

 

Heritage Opportunities 
 

Jul 12 – Regular Camp meeting 
Jul 13-17 – SCV National Reunion in Richardson, Texas 
 
For times, locations, and details for the following events please contact Commander Crocker at 
kvcroadking@yahoo.com or 850-339-3051. 
 

Our meetings are always held on the second Tuesday of each and every month at the Golden Corral 
restaurant on North Monroe Street across from Lake Ella.  The program will start promptly at 6:45 so be 
sure to arrive early (6:00) to enjoy a fine meal and socialize before the meeting starts. 
 

The Camp Cresset Newsletter is the official publication of Camp 1614, Finley’s Brigade Sons of Confederate Veterans.  No content 

may be reproduced in part, or in whole, without the expressed written authorization from the Editor-in-Chief.  All parts herein remain 

the sole property of SCV Camp 1614. ©2015 
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