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Camp Cresset 
Finleyôs Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient ï 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor ñMost Distinguished Campò Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and  
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."  

 
 

Marianna Days  2015 

FinleyΩs Brigade Camp 1614 and the West Camp 1346 of Marianna, conducted the annual Memorial 

Service at the Confederate Monument in Marianna, Florida. FinleyΩs 

member Dale Cox was the Keynote Speaker, and FinleyΩs Color Guard 

posted Colors. Michelle Kirby also spoke on the program. Many other 

members of FinleyΩs Brigade and the MAHB Confederate Rose Society 

were in attendance. Thank you all for continuing to support the 

Confederate 

Cause!  

Photo credits 

to Virginia 

Carroll and 

Carolyn 

Windsor. Left: 

Color Guard 

Right: Anthony 

Harvey at 

attention! 
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¢Ƙƛǎ aƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦΥ  Compatriot 

Wendell Larkin May 15, 1926 ς April 13, 2015. 

 Compatriot Larkin was a long-ǘƛƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
meetings regularlȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ ƳŜǘ ŀǘ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ in Havana. 
Mr. Larkin passed away at Magnolia Place of Cairo, Georgia on Monday, April 
13, 2015.  
 
Mr. Larkin was born on May 15, 1926, in Whigham, GA, to the late Ralph Larkin 
and Katherine Prevatte Larkin. On December 7, 1962, he married Claranell 
Williams Larkin, who survives. He served his country in the U. S. Navy during 
WWII. He was a farmer for 60 plus years and owned Larkin Farm Supply in 
Whigham. He also served as Mayor of Whigham for 4 years. He was an avid 
antique car enthusiast. He was a member of Whigham Baptist Church. He 
served as a deacon for 48 years in the Baptist Church.  
 
Survivors include: wife, Claranell Williams Larkin of Whigham, GA; daughter and son-in-law, Alicia and 
Vince Cartwright of Tallahassee, FL; grandchildren, Morgan New and Noah New, both of Tallahassee, FL; 
and a sister, Eleanor Ovca of New Smyrna Beach, FL. He was preceded in death by parents and a son, 
Claude Michael Larkin.  Compatriot Larkin was laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery in Whigham, Georgia. 

 
  

 

 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ &ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ .Å× -ÅÍÂÅÒ !!!  

Ken Redding ς Ken joins CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ 2CPL John Myrick Redding who lived 
in Cuthbert, GA. John enlisted in Macon, GA on May 10, 1861 in Company F, 5th Georgia Infantry. John was 
engaged in the battles of: Santa Rosa Island, Florida, Corinth, Murfreesboro, Tullahoma Campaign, and 
Chickamauga. John was shot in the left thigh in the Battle of Chickamauga on September 19, 1863. His 
wound required amputation. He was discharged on May 7, 1864. He lived in Cuthbert, GA until his death in 
1907. 

Jan Wilfong ς Jan joined the Sons of Confederate Veterans on the service of his ancestor Corporal Lemuel 
Nixon, Company D 11th Virginia Cavalry. Lemuel enlisted on April 3, 1862 at New Market, Virginia. CPL 
Nixon participated in the Shenandoah Valley operations, the Wilderness Campaign, and the defense of 
Richmond. 

 
  

Heritage  

 
²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎΥ the traditions, achievements, beliefs, etc., that are part of the 
history of a group or nation; property that descends to an heir; something transmitted by or acquired 

from a predecessor; something possessed as a result of one's natural situation or birth. 
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Official Notice!!!  
 

&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÌÄ ÉÔÓ ÂÉÅÎÎÉal Election of Officers on November 10, 2015.  

In accordance with the Camp By-laws:  

 Article VII.  Officers 

Section I.  The Camp officers shall consist of the Commander, First Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant, Third 

Lieutenant Commanders, Adjutant, Treasurer, Chaplain, Quartermaster and Executive Committee.  The 
Executive Committee may include, at their determination of the need, Judge Advocate, Surgeon, Color 
Sergeant, Sergeant-at- Arms, Editor, and Historian. All officers, except those of the Executive Committee, 
shall be elected by majority vote, by written ballot of members in good standing present at the annual 
meeting of the Camp. Two office positions may be held by one member with the exception of the 
Commander and First Lieutenant Commander.  Those elected shall hold offices for a period of two years or 
until their successors are elected.  Officers elected at the meeting shall take office the first day following the 
election. 

A Nominating Committee has been established to make recommendations to the Camp for each office. 
On the night of the election, nominations from the floor will be accepted, as long as the nominee is 
present and agrees to serve if elected. Nominees may also be written-in on the ballot. If you are 
interested in serving as an officer please notify the Nominating Committee as soon as possible. 
Committee members: Ellis Harvey, Marshall Carroll, and Jim Windsor. 

 

 
ά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its people, their respect 
for the laws of the land and their loyalty to high ideals." ς Lord Gladstone. 

 
 

Who is Mosby! 
An in-depth look at the Grey Ghost Part IV 

By Compatriot JR Miller 
 

  The Green Back Raid  
 

Perhaps the greatest raid that Mosby and his men accomplished was what is now called the Green Back 
Raid.  On October 14, 1864 Mosby got word of a weak point on the railroad that brought General Sheridan 
his supplies. It was a dangerous plot, but the outcome, if successful, would divert more troops away from 
the Unions main army. As luck would have it, Mosby acquired a timetable for the railroad so they knew the 
schedule and the terrain and surprise was always in there favor. Little time was wasted on waiting for the 
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train to arrive. Mosby and his men arrived just minutes ahead of the train and had already broke loose the 
tracks to derail the train. Even with a great adventure under foot Mosby and his troopers actually found 
time to fall asleep. They were so tired that they never awoke until the train actually derailed and the boiler 
exploded showering the scene with red hot embers. 
 
At first there was shock and confusion but Mosby quickly gathered his thought and senses. It was quickly 
realized that the train was caring huge amounts of newspapers for the Yankees and also two Yankee 
paymasters were on board. The newspapers were used to burn the train even though there were many 
German immigrants on board who refused to give up their seats but as the fires were started they quickly 
changed their minds. Mosby also sent the paymasters sacks to a safe place to where the plunder could be 
divided up. 
 
After arriving at the appointed place in Loudoun Co. VA, the men were ordered to dismount and fall in. The 
paymaster satchels were opened and counted in front of everyone. Mosby ordered the money to be 
divided up equally with no distinction between the ranks. According to a letter written from Gen. Lee to 
James A. Seddon, Secretary of War Mosby took $168,000 off the train, but Mosby claimed that the prize 
ǿŀǎ ϷмтоΣлллΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŀŘ Ǉŀȅ ŘŀȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ aƻǎōȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ōȅ ōƭŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ 
 

 
Mosby(center with legs crossed) and his men 
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Chaplains Comments - Handling Grief  

How do you handle grief? Of course, God is always there for you. One way is for you to help you handle the 

grief. Perhaps, He will suggest you let your grief run its course, he will let you know that grief can be good, 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΤ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎǊƛŜǾŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǊǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜǎǎŜƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

passes all understanding. Also by accepting this peace, you heal the hurt. 

You may be feeling guilty; about someone injured, or even dying, and you were not to blame. Yes, guilt 

often goes hand in hand with grief; so what to do? I would suggest that you turn it over to God. After all, 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅ άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎέΚ !ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

attempt to retain control.   

Just remember, after turning this problem over to God, mentally back-off, and let God handle it. He will 

handle it in His own way and in His own time. This is when you receive His peace that passes all 

understanding! Be sure you give God the praise and the glory He so richly deserves. 

God Bless you, 

Chaplain John Howell 

Commanders Comments 

As we enter the Fall of the year, we enter another busy season for FinleyΩs Brigade. There was an event the 

first weekend in October in Andersonville, Georgia that was attended by many of FinleyΩs members. 

Another event in Andersonville is scheduled for the first Sunday in November. (see the flyer in this 

newsletter) The memorial service that was scheduled for October 24 in Ocklockonee, Georgia has been 

postponed at the request of the Family. In lieu of that event, you might attend the history day at the fort at 

St. Marks. The State Park Service is hosting that event, which will include: Spanish, British, Seminole War, 

and WBTS history. 

November will be busy, too. The Wirz memorial on the first, We will be flagging at Havana on Saturday the 

7th, Camp elections will be November 10th, and the Color Guard and Camp Trailer will be in the Veterans 

Day Parade on the 11th. We have decided to not sell JohnstonΩs Meat products for Thanksgiving this year.  

In December, we will have our Adopt-a-Road clean-up. (date to be determined) Also, we will have a very 

special Christmas program at our regular Camp meeting. You will want to be there. 

Plans are being made now for our annual Lee and Jackson Event which will be on Saturday January 23, 

2016 at Mission San Luis. Tickets will go on sale at the November Camp meeting. Make plans to attend this 

event; I promise you that you will enjoy it. 

In the bonds of the South, Kelly 
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What do you want on your Tombstone? 
 

I wrote a couple of articles a few years ago, with this title, that I plagiarized from a pizza advertisement. I 
decided to revive the ǘƛǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ ! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΣ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŀǘǊƛƻǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ 
C. Beckham Jr. ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ .ƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ tŀǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ tŀǎǘ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ 
Commander and Chief of Staff in the Florida Division. Bill was also the inspiration of the άFlags across 
Floridaέ project. He believed in the project so much, he donated the property north of Havana, Florida for 
the first of the Florida Division SCV Flag sites. 

 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀǾŜ-ǎƛŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǎƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ 

adorned with the Confederate Battle Flag. There was no doubt how Bill Beckham felt about his heritage. 
The Beckham Family has recently placed a grave marker for Bill, that leaves no doubt about the man that 
Bill was. We still miss him. This photograph is published here with the permission of the Beckham Family. 
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Finleyôs Brigade will be hosting at our regular Camp meeting on 

December 8, 2015 

THE REBEL MOUNTAIN STORY TELLER 

MARK K. VOGL 

johnyreb43@yahoo.com/903-725-3175 

 

THE TALE OF CONFEDERATE CHRISTMAS, 1861  ̧

1864 

 

  Author of ñConfederate Night before Christmas,ò Mark Vogl 

has been travelling the South, telling tales as the Rebel 

Mountain Story Teller for a decade.  Mark wrote three books on 

the South before his most recent.  Those books are: 

ñMilitary Lessons of the Civil Warò 

ñThe Rebel Mountain Readerò 

ñSouthern Fried Ramblings with Grits and all the Fixinôsò 

 At Christmas time, Mark likes to focus on telling 

Confederate Christmas, 1861 ï 1864 which focuses on Christmas in the South during the 

war.  Mark takes through the excitement of Christmas 1860 and all the hopes for the future, 

through the desperation and sadness of 1864 as the Yankees close in.   

 And think of that special gift that your guests can purchase for their children and 

grandchildren.  And why not get it autographed by the author?  Christmas can be 

Confederate this year!   We will see you there! 

mailto:johnyreb43@yahoo.com/903-725-3175
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New Attacks on our Heritage!!!  
 
The attacks on Confederate Heritage is hitting closer and closer to our home. Two bills HB243 and SB154 
Have been filed  to prohibit the display of Confederate flags and emblems on public property (State, 
County or Local).  
 
The text of these identical bills is below: 
 
Section 1. Section 256.101, Florida Statutes, is created 12 to read: 13  
256.101 Display of Confederate flag or emblem on publicly 14 owned or leased property prohibited.τ 15  
 
(1) The display of the flag or emblem of the Confederate 16 States of America, or any flag or emblem used 
by the Confederate 17 States of America or its military or naval forces at any time 18 within the years 1860 
to 1865, on any building, structure, real 19 property, or personal property owned or leased by the state, a 
20 county, a municipality, or other governmental unit of this state 21 is prohibited. 22  
 
(2) An interested party may bring a civil action for 23 injunctive relief to enjoin the display of a flag or 
emblem 24 prohibited by this section. The prevailing party in such action 25 is entitled to recover 
reasonable attorney fees. 
The Senate bill has been referred to the Judiciary; Community Affairs; Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability; and Rules committees.  
5h bh¢ !{{¦a9 ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ άƎǳƛƭǘ-ridden, politically-
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ anything that could affect their re-
election. 
This matter is extremely urgent, and affects every citizen of this state. 
  
Please use the attached letter to write your state Senator urge them to DEFEAT this bill. (I will email this to 
you in a word format so you can type in your name) 
 
 
 
Another issue that has reared its ugly head is that the Florida 
Senate is considering removing the Confederate Battle Flag 
from the Official Seal of the Florida Senate. Please contact 
your State Senator ASAP and voice your opposition to both of 
these issues. 
  
State Senator Bill Montford: 404 S Monroe St Tallahassee FL 
32399 (850)487-5003 
Quincy office (850)627-9100 
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October 2 , 2015  

 

 

The Honorable  (full name)  

(insert address)  

 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 - 1300  

Dear Senator  (last name):  

Recently Senate Bill 154  ( Prohibits Confederate Flags and Emblems) was submitted for 

consideration on the 2016 Legislative Calendar.  This b ill, according to its author, was 

originally spawned by a Confederate flag flying on city property in Crestview, however its 

current scope would have a detrimental effect on the entire state.  

 

As written, this bill would:  

 

1.  Force the Museum of Florida H istory, Tallahassee, to divest itself of a priceless collection 

of original Confederate flags and artifacts, items that Florida taxpayers have spent millions 

of dollars preserving.  

 

2.   Force dozens of Florida counties and cities to remove (at taxpayer ex pense), hundreds 

of monuments (a.k.a. ñemblemsò), historic markers, and museum displays. 

 

3.  Potentially force the desecration of over 10,000 Confederate headstones bearing 

ñemblemsò located in city and county owned cemeteries. 

 

4.  Essentially fund hundr eds of lawsuits across the state to force removal of anything even 

remotely construed to be Confederate and on public property.  

 

5.  Require the editing and removal of Confederate images and symbols from history 

textbooks used in our schools.  

 

I feel that this bill, as written, is so overly broad that it will cost our state, county and city 

governments b illions of dollars to enforce.   As written, this bill would deprive future 

generations the ability to observe and study Floridaôs role in the War Between the States, 

and in the end, would do nothing to repair divisions between the citizens of Florida.  

Thank you for your consideration of my viewpoint on this matter. I believe it is an important 

issue, and would like to see th is bill defeated.  I look forward  to  your reply expressing your 
opinions, and your current stance on th is  issue.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Your name,  

Address  

Phone Number  
Email Address  
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  Legislative Update on Confederate Issues 

There have been no changes since last month on these bills in Congress 

Please call your Senator and Congresswoman if you have not already. 

 

Senate Bill 1689 ɀ Reduces Highway funding for States that have a SCV License plate                                                                                                                       

Actions/Status:   Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works  

June 25, 2015   

House Resolution 3007 ɀ Bans flags from Graves of Confederates buried in National Cemeteries                                                                                                                            

Actions/Status: Referred to a sub-committee on August 5, 2015.      

House Resolution 344 - Urging the discontinued use of the Confederate battle flag, including the 

State Flags of Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi                                                                           

Actions/Status: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary, June 25, 2015   

 

Representative Gwen Graham 

300 South Adams Street A-3 Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Phone: (850) 891-8610 Fax: (850) 891-8620  

Washington DC Phone: (202) 225-5235 Fax: (202) 225-5615 

 

Florida Senators: 

Marco Rubio 

402 South Monroe Street Suite 2105E Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Phone: (850) 599-9100 Washington DC 202-224-3041 

 

Bill Nelson 
 
111 North Adams Street Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 
Phone: 850-942-8415 Fax: 850-942-8450 

Washington DC Phone: 202-224-5274 Fax: 202-228-2183 
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More pictures from the Memorial Service in Marianna  

 

Photo above: Compatriot David Brinkley being 
photographed while taking pictures 

Above right: Compatriot Chris Miller at 
attention. 

Bottom right: L-R Past Commander Marshall 
Carroll, Commander Kelly Crocker, and 
Compatriot Jim Windsor 
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Photo above: Virginia 
Carroll and Carolyn 

Windsor wait for ceremony 
to begin. 

Left: Compatriot Dale Cox 
addresses the crowd. 

Right: Michelle Kirby 
represents the United 

Daughters of the 
Confederacy 

 

 

 


