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Camp Cresset 
Finleyôs Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient – 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor “Most Distinguished Camp” Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and  
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."  

 
 

The Eagle has landed!!! 
  

The newly constructed eagle has been installed on 
the Monument at the Natural Bridge Battlefield 

Park, just in time for the 150th Commemoration of 
the Battle of Natural Bridge! 

 
The new eagle was made possible by donations 

from many civic and heritage organizations 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ 

Harvey Black, Confederate Rose Society) and a 
grant from the State of Florida. 

 
The original eagle had been damaged by years of 

target practice by disrespectful passersby. When it 
was inspected for repair, it was discovered that the 

construction technique used to make the eagle, 
was very unique, and only a few pieces of this type 
are known to exist. So the decision was made to 

place the original in a State Museum and construct 
a replica for display on the monument. 

 
The Anna Jackson Chapter of the United Daughters 

of the Confederacy were responsible for having 
the monument constructed in 1921. 
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Unconquered Ground 
By Compatriot JR Miller 

 

It was an early March morning when the warning shot rang out, 

The yankees were landing at St. Marks to the south, 

The Militia were called in and telegraphs were sent out, 

The Capitol was in peril; all southern boys were to be stout. 

 

The train was being loaded with cannon and seed corn children of the South,  

Along with grey haired warriors from yesterday’s Old South, 

The yankees were invading and came to pillage, 

Just like they had done to the rest of the South, 

 

The Cadets were the seed of southern society, 

Hailing from all over North Florida and South Georgia too, 

All were too young to be so brave that day,  

But the South was willing to sacrifice the seed of tomorrow for the protection of today. 

 

They were familiar with the enemy before that fateful day, 

For some had been sent to Olustee, 

And guarded the captures of that battle day, 

 

Today they were hot foot’en it to the banks of a stream called St. Marks. 

For here at the Natural Bridge the South shall make a stand, 

With a few cannons, children, and old grey beards, from once a beautiful land. 

 

Society has sent its seed corn to the grinder; it’s all or nothing now! 

If the enemy breaks free; it’s wide open to Tallahassee and Thomasville town.  

Will the invaders be repelled or will the lower South burn to the ground? 

Will the seed corn be ground to a pulp and spit out on the ground? 

Or left for the future to sprout and grow all around? 

 

Wave after wave and charge after charge, 

The enemy advanced with cannon, musket, and shout. 

All the time being repulsed by the seed corn and grey hairs, 

That manned the battle line for the South.  

One by one the invader fell to the ground, 

Till they were too weak to charge another round,  

So the yankees withdrew, and left St. Marks town. 

 

With the enemy repulsed, the seed corn returned town,  

With ringing banjos, fair maidens, and jubilee all around, 

For the seed corn had been changed somehow;  

On this most hallowed and unconquered ground. 
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Chaplains Comments ɀ Love 

Chaplain John Howell 
  

Love is the key to happiness. It will not last iŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ bƻǿΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ 

(Eros), but to Christ-like love (Agape). This is the happiness that is of Spiritual fulfillment. We, as Christians 

ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ are we telling non-Christians the 

same story? Are you giving away this love? If not, this love could die when you 

give away the story without giving away the love. If, on the other hand, you are 

telling as many non-Christians as you can about the love of God, then this love 

will never die. This is how you ensure that this love will continue to live. 

 

I urge you to άcheck ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜƘƻǳǎŜέ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 

neatest part of this principal is this: the more of this love you give away, the 

fuller your personal storehouse is filled with love. You cannot empty this 

storehouse, because the more you give away, the more the love is returned, and keeps your personal 

storehouse filled. 

 

Have you checked your personal storehouse lately? Are you giving this love away? If not, then you should 

be making the necessary corrections so that your storehouse will rapidly fill-up with Gods love. 

 

Remember, God loves you! 

 
Gramling's Centennial Celebration  

 
On Saturday, March 14, Gramling's (1010 S. Adams St.) will celebrate its 100th anniversary with a 
celebration from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will include speeches, gardening workshops, fresh produce, 
locally made food products and door prizes. Owner, Stan Gramling is a long time member of the Sons of 

/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ 
.ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
DǊŀƳƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ 
families of Leon County. Many members 
served the Confederacy during the War 
Between the States. One of them was 
Wilbur Wrightman Gramling of the 5th 
Florida Infantry who survived the yankee 
death camp at Elmira, NY.  Please come 
ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƳƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Centennial Celebration. 
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&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ 
 Adopt-a-Road 

 
CƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΣ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ 
Brigade has been maintaining the two 
mile stretch of Natural Bridge Road 
that terminates at the Natural Bridge 
Battlefield Park. We have received 
compliments from the State Park 
Service for keeping the approach to 
the park clean. Also, Leon County 
officials have told us how much they 
appreciate us helping them keeping 
the area clean. !ǎ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳΣ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ 
Brigade cleaned up the road on the 
weekend prior to the Annual Battle of 
Natural Bridge Re-enactment. On 
Saturday, February 28th, Coordinator 
Ellis Harvey, Anthony Harvey, Lawson 
Gerrell, and Adjutant Mike Grissom 
braved the elements and cleaned up 
our portion of Natural Bridge Road. 
Thank you, men!  
 
(Not pictured: Mike Grissom) 

 
 
 

 
 

CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƛǎ still collecting printer ink cartridges, old laptops, and old cell 
phones. If you are not recycling or refilling your ink cartridges already, please 
bring them to the next meeting and we will recycle/dispose of them for you. 
The Camp has found a source that will pay us a small fee for old cartridges, 

laptops, and phones 
 

ά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

measure with mathematical exactness the tender sympathies of its people, their respect 

for the laws of the land and their loyalty to high ideals." ς Lord Gladstone. 
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Woodville Founders Day 
 

On February 28 the town of Woodville, 
Florida hosted their second annual 
Founders Day. CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ 

invited to set up an historical display at 
the Leon County Library in Woodville. 
We set up our tent fly and displayed 
Confederate flags. Compatriot David 

Brinkley brought period weapons for our 
visitors to see and learn about. 

Compatriots Jim Windsor, Chris Miller, 
and Paul Kirby were there in uniform 
assisting with recruiting and sharing 

Confederate sentiments with visitors. 
CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
by Historian Allen Gerrell and his cannon. 
Allen also allowed us to display some of 

his original cannon projectiles. 
 

The Founders Day Event included other displays such as: a Blacksmith shop, churning butter, a play by 
friends of Mission San Luis, model trains, local authors, the Ladies Sewing Circle, and much, much more. It 

was a great day to be a Southerner.  

 
 
 

Above Photo Left to right: 
Compatriots Jim Windsor, 

Chris Miller, David Brinkley, 
and Paul Kirby. 

 
Photo right: David Brinley 
portraying a member of 
ǘƘŜ άDŀŘǎŘŜƴ DǊŀȅǎέ 

discusses weaponry with a 
young man while Chris 

Miller looks on. 
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Commanders Comments 
  

Gentlemen, now is the time to recruit! We have entered the time of year where we can pro-rate dues. For 
an extra $15 ($83 total) a new member can join now and not have to pay dues again until August of 2016. 

We all should have someone who we have been trying to recruit. Now is the time to revisit them and 
convince them to honor their heritage. No organization can sustain itself without recruiting. Please help! 

 
Speaking of recruiting, we will have our recruiting booth at the Natural Bridge festivities March 6-8. We will 

have our top recruiters manning the booth. We will also be bringing the Florida Confederate Memorial 
Wall to Natural Bridge. The wall includes the names of the five men who were killed or died of wounds 

received at the Battle of Natural Bridge. Please take time to come see the Wall, the re-enactment, and the 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΩ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 
The Sam Davis Youth Camp is scheduled for June 14-20, 2015 in Thaxton, Virginia. Included in this 

newsletter is a letter from the Order of Confederate Rose outlining how to apply for a scholarship to the 
Camp. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

youth to send to Camp, also. Please contact me at 850-339-3051 for more information. 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ 
Cemetery in Quincy, Florida. Our service will be April 11 at 3pm. 

 
In the bonds of the South, 

 

Kelly Crocker  

 

 

 
Florida a Hundred and Fifty Years Ago 

fÒÏÍ Ȱ&ÌÏÒÉÄÁ A Hundred Years AÇÏȱ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ Library and Histor ical Commission 
 

March 3, 1865 ς Federal Major Weeks with 60 men of the (US) Florida Cavalry and 30 seamen under acting 
9ƴǎƛƎƴ ²ƘƛǘƳŀƴΣ άǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ǇƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ 
wƛǾŜǊέΦ 
 

March 4, 1865 ς This afternoon Union vessels landed approximately 1000 troops at the lighthouse near St 
Marks and prepared to move inland. Tallahassee had been warned of the impending danger and frantic 
efforts are being made to prepare a defense. Brigadier General William Miller, commanding Confederate 
reserve forces in Florida, has left hurriedly for the coast with the local militia. A company of cadets from 
the West Florida Seminary are part of his command. Tallahassee Residents are hastily beginning the 
erection of Fort Houston on the outskirts of the city where the road from the coast enters the town. 
General Sam Jones is rushing re-enforcements into the area from other sections of the state.  
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Florida A Hundred and Fifty Years Ago, cont. 
 
March 4, 1865 - !ōƻǳǘ ƴƛƴŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ tonight Tallahasseans were aroused by whistle blasts at the railroad 
station made by a locomotive sent special from St Marks with the news of the Federal landing at the 
lighthouse. Authorities are trying to muster into service all able-bodied, regardless of age, as a home guard.  
 
March 5, 1865 ς The last of the Federal contingents were landed this morning and the whole command 
began advancing at 8 AM along the road leading to the bridge over the East River. The Confederates have 
removed the planking over the bridge and their cavalry, with one piece of artillery on the opposite side, are 
άǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦέ  
 
March 5, 1865 ς Federal forces have occupied the left bank of the St Marks River as far inland as Newport. 
The river has not been crossed yet, but General Newton, commanding the union invasion force, will try to 
cross at Natural Bridge. Tonight, both Union and Confederate forces are reported moving toward the 
bridge. 
 
March 6, 1865 ς This morning the engagement began between Union and Confederate forces in the 
vicinity of Natural Bridge. Two union advances failed to cross the bridge failed. When additional 
Confederate forces arrived this afternoon, the federals began a retreat to the protection of the guns 
aboard their vessels. The Confederates report 3 killed, 22 wounded. Federal losses are 21 killed, 89 
wounded, and 38 missing. None of the cadets of the West Florida Seminary are reported injured. 
 
March 18, 1865 ς Two men, one named Strickland (W.W.) who had deserted from the Confederate service 
and became a leader of Unionists in Taylor County, and a companion (John Brannon), were shot in 
Tallahassee today after their court martial conviction. Both men, in federal uniform, had landed at the 
mouth of the Aucilla River and were captured, with the aid of dogs, and brought to Tallahassee. They were 
charged with having attempted to burn the Aucilla trestle on the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad. 
 
March 19, 1865 ς Florida troops fighting in Bentonville, North Carolina under the command of Colonel 
Daniel L. Kenan, Sixth Florida Infantry. Colonel Kenan was severely wounded in the fighting and it is 
believed that he will probably undergo amputation. 
 
March 22, 1865 ς Colonel Theodore W. Brevard, who has been in command of the Eleventh Florida 
Infantry ŀƴŘ ƻŦ .ƻƴŀǳŘΩǎ ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ aŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Confederate Army. 
 
March 30, 1865 ς Governor and Mrs. Milton and their son Major William Henry Milton, left Tallahassee 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άSylvaniaέΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻn about ten miles outside of Marianna. They are spending the 
night with friends in Quincy and will proceed home early tomorrow morning. Governor Milton has not 
been well the last few weeks, and his family hopes that he can recuperate more rapidly, away from 
Tallahassee, 
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This months meeting is dedicated to: Private John B Ellis  

of the First Florida Reserves Company B who died of wounds received at 

the Battle of Natural Bridge  

 

 

H e l p  W a n t e d  
 

Newsletter editor and contributing writers, Contact Commander Crocker for details  
 

The Camp also needs a Quartermaster. Someone who will be responsible for our equipment and having it 
ready for each event   

 

Heritage Opportunities 
 
Mar 6-8 ς Natural Bridge Re-ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ōƻƻǘƘ 
Apr 11 ς Confederate Memorial Day at Soldiers Cemetery in Quincy, Florida 3pm 
April 18 ς Confederate Memorial Day at Hudson Park in Crawfordville. 10:30 am UDC officiating 
April 26 ς Confederate Memorial Day at Old City Cemetery at 3pm Anna Jackson UDC officiating 
May 23 ς Dedication of Forrest Circle in Historic Live Oak Cemetery in Selma, Alabama 1:00pm 
May 30 ς Sesquicentennial Heritage Rally in Shreveport, LA http://confederate150.com/2015.html  
Jun 5-7 ς Florida Division SCV Reunion in Ocala, Florida 
Jul 15-18 ς SCV National Reunion in Richmond, Virginia 
 
For times, locations, and details for the following events please contact Commander Crocker at 
kvcroadking@yahoo.com or 850-339-3051. 
 

 

Our meetings are always held on the second Tuesday of each and every month at the Golden Corral 
restaurant on North Monroe Street across from Lake Ella.  The program will start promptly at 6:45 so be 
sure to arrive early (6:00) to enjoy a fine meal and socialize before the meeting starts. 
 

The Camp Cresset Newsletter is the official publication of Camp 1614, Finley’s Brigade Sons of Confederate Veterans.  No content 

may be reproduced in part, or in whole, without the expressed written authorization from the Editor-in-Chief.  All parts herein remain 

the sole property of SCV Camp 1614. ©2014 

http://confederate150.com/2015.html
mailto:kvcroadking@yahoo.com

