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Camp Cresset 
Finleyôs Brigade 

Camp #1614 
Havana, Florida 

 

 

Recipient ï 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor ñMost Distinguished Campò Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and  
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."  

 

 

&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ $ÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÐÉÔÏÌ 2ÏÔÕÎÄÁ 
 

Finleyôs Brigade brought Confederate 

Flags to the Florida Capitol on April 

24
th
 and 25

th 
in observance of 

Confederate Memorial Day. The Camp 

obtained permission from the State to 

put up a display in the Capitol 

Rotunda. First Lieutenant David Cline 

guided the Camp through the 

application process with the Capitol. At 

first, they were wary of our Flags. But, 

we showed them that the Florida 

Statutes concerning our Flag and 

Confederate Memorial Day would be 

part of our display. We also included 

our ñStance against racism and hatredò 

statement in our display. We included 

pictures from the State Archives that 

showed Confederates in front of the 

Capitol around 1905 and Confederate Flags inside the Capitol. We received many positive comments, along 

with a few surprised looks. Many people took a picture of, and with the display. We received some press, 

and Commander Crocker was interviewed on WLRN. http://wlrn.org/post/confederate-flags-display-

floridas-capitol and http://politics.heraldtribune.com/2014/04/25/confederate-flags-displayed-florida-capitol/  

http://wlrn.org/post/confederate-flags-display-floridas-capitol
http://wlrn.org/post/confederate-flags-display-floridas-capitol
http://politics.heraldtribune.com/2014/04/25/confederate-flags-displayed-florida-capitol/
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THIS MONTHS MEETING IS DEDICATED TO: LT COLONEL JAMES McDONALD of  the 

61st  GEORGIA INFANTRY  

Ancestor of Camp Member Larry Thomas 

 

Hunley JROTC Awards 
 

Finleyôs Brigade presented its first 

H. L. Hunley Award of the 

season. Compatriot Richard Witt 

represented the Camp at East 

Gadsden High School Junior 

Reserve Officer Candidate 

Awards assembly on Wednesday 

April 23, 2014. East Gadsden 

JROTC is Army and Richard 

being an US Army Veteran 

volunteered to present the Award. 

This yearôs recipient at East 

Gadsden is Cadet Corporal Jose L 

Lopez. The Camp will present 

four more Awards to surrounding 

High Schools in May. 

 

Tallahassee Veterans Village 
Compatriot Chris Miller 

Well Fellow Confederates, we are back on track ǿƛǘƘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

For the Camp members who weren't able to make it to last month's Camp meeting; I will give you a 
ǊǳƴŘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ the village. /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ /ǊƻŎƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
reestablish some kind of relationship or to see if they needed us anymore, since my contact with the village 
basically came to a standstill. Well long story short, that person is no longer there. Mr. Shaun Noles is now 
our direct contact person and he will now ōŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ул҈ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
Village, since his position he was holding before is no more. So, we are back on track!!!!!!  

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƴƴŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΗ aǊΦ {Ƙŀǳƴ Ƙas told 
ƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŎƻƴŘ IŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ 
how someone driving a brand new car can get food stamps but someone who has put their life on the line 
ŎŀƴΩǘΦ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΤ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ get some canned items to these great folks. They currently have 40 
residents living there and 4 of them are women. They will also take any and all, day to day items, especially 
pillows and bed linens. Thank you very much for your support. 

Deo Vindice 
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Chaplain Comments-A Hero 

 
What ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΚ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ŀǎ άa man of distinguished courage or ability, 

admired for his brave deeds and noble qualities. A person who has heroic qualities or has performed a 

heroic act and is regarded as a model individualέ Most men would disavow being a hero, 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άI did nothing that someone else would ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜέΦ {ƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜΦ 

¸ƻǳ ŀŎǘŜŘΤ άǘƘŜȅέ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ aƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΤ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

about it, and made a conscious effort to let someone else take action. Therein lays the 

difference in a leader and a follower. 

 

Your ancestors were heroes! When the call came for men to take-up arms to defend their newly formed 

country, the Confederate States of AmericaΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ άhere I am; what can I do for my 

Country?έ Whether they fought in battles, where some were wounded, or even killed, or they died of 

disease without taking up arms in a military action, they were heroes, and we honor them by holding them 

ǳǇ ŀǎ άƻǳǊέ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ To this we take up the cause to keep true history alive. Yes, they fought the battle and 

won, but lost the War due to overwhelming manpower odds, armaments, food and supplies. They did not 

lose due to lack of bravery and conviction of a just cause. In the face of overwhelming odds, our brave 

ancestors fought the enemy to a virtual standstill. Even though they outfought the aggressors, the war was 

lost. Our ancestors laid down their arms, walked back home to what was left of their homes, farms and 

families. They proceeded to rebuild their lives. This is the act of a hero. 

 

Above all this activity; was their faith in God, Family, and Country. They picked up the pieces and put 

together their beloved Southland; creating a solid community of God-fearing, passionate, and productive 

individuals and left a legacy for their children and unborn descendants. They were HEROES. To those 

ƘŜǊƻŜǎΣ L ǎŀȅ άthank you for your sacrifices, your faith and honorΦέ 

 

¢ƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ άŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέΤ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǳǊ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΣ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΣ /ǳǊǘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ wƻƴƴƛŜΣ 

άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǿŀǊŘέΦ To their Families, I say άōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

lives. They were real heroes. They believed in God. They honored their Confederate ancestors and their 

beliefs." God bless you and keep you and give you peace. 

 

To you the living; you are following in their footsteps to keep true history and spirit alive. By doing this; you 

ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ .ȅ άpicking up the mantleέ ƭŜŦǘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎtors, we continue to fight the battle of keeping the 

ǘǊǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΦ ¢ƻ ȅƻǳ L ǎŀȅΣ άYou are the heroes of today and tomorrowΗέ 

 

God bless you, 

John Howell, Chaplain 
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The Milton Light Artillery-Part III  
Compatriot JR Miller 

Part 3! 

If anyone knows anything about the Milton Light Artillery it would be the knowledge of their involvement 

at the Battle of Natural Bridge. The Milton Artillery was the biggest artillery crew at Natural Bridge and 

also the most óseasonedò troops there. During the skirmish at Newport Bridge, Lieut. Rambo commanded 

one gun of the Milton Artillery at the bridge. Due to some confusion the artillery crew only fired one shot 

before the gun was overrun and captured. In turn that gun was used against the Confederates at Natural 

Bridge.  

 

The Confederate delay at Newport Bridge gave the confederates enough time to outmarch their foes to 

Natural Bridge. The Confederate defensive position would resemble a semi-circle. The Milton Artillery was 

deployed all along this arch, which provided for excellent enfilade fire from the cannon and rifles of the 

infantry. During the battle a Yankee sharpshooter shot one of the Milton Artillery-men named Private 

George Donalson Griffin from Decatur Co. Ga. The wound would require amputation of one of Georgeôs 

arms. Georgeôs wound would be revenged for the cannon crew spotted the sharpshooter up a cypress tree 

and fired a round at him.  No shots came from that tree for the remainder of the battle. After the battle some 

of the men went a looking for the body of the sharpshooter and actually found the body. The cannon ball 

scored a direct hit and nearly severed the body in two. 

 

Natural Bridge as we know would be the last hoorah of the Confederacy and the Milton Artillery. Just days 

after the repulse of the Yankees, news would come of Leeôs surrender in Virginia. The South days were 

numbered as was the Milton Artillery. Many of the officers and enlisted simply left for home after the news 

of Leeôs surrender. What was left of the Milton Artillery surrendered at the arsenal at Chattahoochee, 

Florida; only one officer and a handful of enlisted were present. 

 

This ended the existence of the little known artillery unit that was named in the honor of the Florida 

Governor John Milton. Though not a member of the Eastern or Western Theater of War: their service was 

invaluable to the Confederate firepower in Florida.  

 

Confederate Trivia  
 

Last month we learned that  General Jesse J Finley was wounded three times during the War. 

He was wounded twice in the Atlanta Campaign when artillery fire hit trees near him and 

sent splinters in his face and a limb fell on him and broke his collar bone; He was wounded 

again at Jonesboro, and refused to leave the field until all the other wounded were evacuated 

to safety. 

 

This monthôs question: What General was nicknamed the ñStonewall Jackson of the 

Westò? 
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We are having a Yard Sale! 
 
We are having a Yard Sale on Saturday May 31st to raise funds for the Camp. An active Camp such as ours 
needs money now and then to sustain our projects. We are asking Camp members and friends to donate 
good, gently used items for our sale. You may bring small items to the Camp meeting on May 13th or call 
Kelly Crocker at 850-339-3051 or Libby Smith at 850-877-9183 to arrange for pick-up. Please call if you 
have larger items to donate. We would like to have all items picked-up or delivered by May 28th. We have 
two tables reserved at the Flea Market for this sale. 
 

#ÏÎÆÅÄÅÒÁÔÅ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ $ÁÙ ÁÔ 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒȭÓ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ 
 

About 50 Southerners braved the elemeƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ 
Quincy, Florida. It may have been our most moving memorial, ever. Past Commander Carroll had arranged 
the service so that flowed smoothly. Our Color Guard was in full strength and performed superbly with 
only silent commands. They escorted our beautiful Ladies of the Mary Ann Harvey Black Confederate Rose 
Society as they adorned the Confederate Soldiers graves with wreaths. The roll call of Confederates, who 
died in Quincy during the War, was read. Susan Hathaway of Virginia gave an inspirational speech, followed 
with closing remarks by Florida Division Commander, Jim Davis. After the Memorial Service, refreshments 
and socializing were enjoyed by all.  
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Florida 

Division 

Commander 

Jim Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Past Commander Carroll and the Roses 
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Rachael 

Bender 

and 

Anthony 

Harvey 

 


