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Camp Cresset 
Finley’s Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient – 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor “Most Distinguished Camp” Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish." 

 
 

Recent Event: Natural Bridge Weekend  
 

 CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пмst annual re-enactment of the Battle of Natural Bridge this weekend 
with a positive showing and new developments. Our setup began Friday morning when several of our 
members showed up early to set up our fly and erect the Florida Confederate Memorial Wall on the 

monument grounds. Compatriots Jamey Creel, Allen Gerrell, and Tim Cotton then proceeded to talk to 
school field trips which came in through the early afternoon about the U.S. Navy and Confederate Artillery.  

 
Saturday, several compatriots helped man our booth, distribute literature, flags, and stickers, and engage 
the public. Compatriot Stan Willis brought his laptop and portable internet hookup to allow us to access 
genealogical websites which we used to try to hunt down the ancestors of interested guests.  The Mary 

Ann Harvey Black CRS were connected to our display, as they were raising 
funds for a new monument to be placed at Soldiers Cemetery in Quincy. 

Sunday our Color Guard played its part in the annual UDC ceremony when 
Color Sergeant Chris Miller led Doug Moon, Bobby Goodlin, Larry Thomas, 
Jim Windsor, and Tim Cotton onto the field. Afterwards several of our re-
enactors on the color guard were conscripted by their compatriots to fight 

in the Sunday skirmish on the guns of the North Florida Artillery.  
  

To the 25 compatriots who made it out, thank you! The success of this 
weekend was that we all came together to work for a common good. It 
goes to show that the majority of the American people are on our side, 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ 

ancestor. 
 



Volume MMXVIII No 3 March 2018 

 

 2 

 
Photo above: L-R Compatriots 
Richard Hardison, Chris Miller, 

and Steve Mergy man the 
cannon. Photo credit: 
Tallahassee Democrat 

 
Photo right: Compatriot Tim 

Cotton  
 

Photo left: some Confederate 
cuteness!!! 
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tƘƻǘƻ ŀōƻǾŜΥ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘΦ [-R: Sergeant Chris Miller, Doug Moon, Tim Cotton, Larry 

Thomas, Bobby Goodlin, Jim Windsor. 
 

Photo left: Compatriot Chris Miller gets baptized at Natural Bridge. Photo right: Marshall and Virginia 
Carroll represent the MAHB-CRS. 
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Recent Event: Adopt-a-Road 
 

CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƻƴ 
February 24th with an excellent showing. Pictured 
ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ {Ŏƻǘǘ hΩ{ǘŜŜƴΣ 9ƭƭƛǎ IŀǊǾŜȅΣ WƛƳ 
Windsor, JR Miller, Stan Willis, Tom Williams, Anthony 
Harvey, Chris Miller, Mark Bess, Lawson Gerrell, and 
Ned Roberts. Not pictured were compatriots John 

Howell and Kelly Crocker. Our men were able to get 
our stretch of road cleaned up quickly and efficiently. 
Thanks to everyone who made it out, Natural Bridge 

Road looked beautiful over the weekend, a testament 
to our organization. 

 
 

 

Recent Event: S.D. Lee Institute 

 

In mid-February two of our members, Kelly Crocker and Tim Cotton went to Shreveport, Louisiana 
for the annual Stephen Dill Lee Institute. Making several stops in Beauvoir and Vicksburg, we managed to 
hear SCV top brass discuss new strategies for defending our heritage. Many points and ideas were raised 
ranging from talking points to plans; but one thing that was almost unanimous was our need for growth 
and publicity. Camps from across the country report that they often run into people whose hearts and 

minds are with us but have no idea we exist. One of the many things we can take away from the event was 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Accordingly, ƛǘΩǎ 
important that anytime we run 

across friends and acquaintances 
proud of their heritage that we 
bring up our membership in the 
SCV. Our enemies are organized 
and connected, we need to make 
sure we do the same and marshal 
as many compatriots to our camp 

as possible.  
 
 

Photo right: Compatriot 
Tim Cotton visits the Tomb of the 
Unknown Confederate Soldier at 

Beauvoir, Miss. 
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Trivia Question of the Month  
  ²ƛǘƘ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ later this month, the country tends to turn towards remembrance of its 
Irish heritage. In relation to the Confederacy no Irishman receives more attention than General Patrick 
Cleburne, a native of the County Cork. Florida also had an Irish born general, a native of the County 
Monaghan. Who was he? 
 

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘǊƛǾƛŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ What unusual breed of pet was Robert E. Lee known to keep during 
the war? What was its name? The answer: A black hen named Nellie.   

 

Confederate Flag of the Month & Article –“The Confederate Coast 
Guard and their ‘French’ Flag” 

Timothy D. Cotton 

We all know the Confederate States of America 
maintained an army and navy. Most of us are at least 
vaguely familiar with the Confederate marines. But 

what about the Confederate Coast Guard? Was there 
even such a thing? That answer is some parts yes, some 

parts no. 

 From the beginning of the nation up until the 
²ŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀȄ 
revenue came from tariffs on imports. Virtually all of 
these imports came from overseas as we enjoyed 
healthy transatlantic trade with Europe, the West 

Indies, ports on the African coast, and even the orient.  

 Taxation is perhaps the oldest government institution. Thus, it stands to reckon that perhaps the 
oldest private institution is finding ways to dodge taxation. Unscrupulous captains and smugglers often 
tried to sneak their goods in and ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
tariff them. To combat this, the U.S. government organized a Revenue Cutter Service. 

 The role of the Revenue Cutter Service was to collect tariffs from ships entering ports and monitor 
the coast for smugglers. These ships were armed and had garrisons of maritime infantry aboard. Pirates 
and privateers, also a concern in the early days of the American coast were dealt with and deterred by RCS 
ships. These functions became the foundation upon which the modern coast guard was built. 

 When the Confederacy was still in its infancy it established a counterpart, the Confederate Revenue 
Cutter Service. Though armed it was a civil law enforcement service rather than a military service and was 
placed under command of the Treasury Department like the old U.S. revenue service was. The Confederate 
Congress would formally authorize Jefferson Davis to make appointments and necessary decisions to 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ /w{Φ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀ ŦƭŀƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ƻŦ Ωсм ǎǳŎƘ 
a flag was decided upon.  
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It was a vertical tricolor of red, white, and blue. The blue being on the hoist side, the white in the 
center, and the red on the fly, this flag was noted by Southern newspapers to resemble the French tricolor. 
However, it was not identical as the blue was one third longer than both the white and red bars. In the 
upper left corner of the flag was a circle of seven stars. This circle was borrowed from the canton of the 
first national flag which would have allowed CRCS ships to fly the first national navy jack from the bow. 
When speaking however of similarities to the French flag it is worth noting that in all likelihood many CRCS 
flags would have been repurposed Frankish tricolors. 

Worth noting is that this is the second oldest Confederate designed flag, only the first national is 
older than the CRCS flag (the bonnie blue cannot count as it was in existence before the Confederacy).  

The flag was flown from revenue cutter ships and on land at offices pertaining to the revenue 
service. It is known that one was in Richmond and one flew over the customs house in Atlanta. When both 
of these cities were sacked by federal troops it has been theorized that they may have been used in battle. 
This is especially plausible of the Richmond flag as it is known that government employees and clerks 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  

 Being a mostly maritime flag, at sea there are several obscure accounts seeming to be in reference 
ǘƻ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊ ƛƴ Ωсн ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀǘ 
Fort Monroe saw the Merrimac ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ǊŜōŜƭ ƎǳƴōƻŀǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ-
boats had a French ŦƭŀƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘƘŜŀŘέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ was in all likelihood a misidentified CRS flag.  

 ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƛǎōŀƴŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ ±ŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭŀƎǎ 
were ever made and even fewer stood the test of time. There are only three known surviving flags to this 
day; one of the original pattern, one with an eighth star added in the center of the starry circle, and one 
that began life as a French flag before having a Latin cross of eleven stars sewn onto the blue.  The 
Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond has this last flag.  

So, in your next conversations about the armed forces of our Southern States, to anyone who asks, 
you can say that while they would not have called it by such a name that the Confederacy did indeed have 
ŀ ΨŎƻŀǎǘ ƎǳŀǊŘΩΦ  

 
 

Upcoming Event: Woodville Founders Day   
 

This weekend will be the Founders Day Festival at the Woodville Public Library. It will officially run from 
10-п ǿƛǘƘ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ Ŧƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ у ƻǊ фΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ small but fun day with a diversity 
of local history represented. Last year we were the only group representing either side of the war. We 
were specifically invited to this event by the librarian who puts it on, people enjoy us handing out flags, 

stickers, ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
out and enjoy a nice day espousing your Southern heritage.  

 
This months meeting is dedicated to the honor and mem ory of:  

Pvt Julius Preston Holley, Company G 13th Georgia Infantry ȰThe Ear ly Guardsȱ 
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SCV Telegraph  
 

    News for SCV members 

 
 
 

Gentlemen, 

  

Last year, the SCV provided an opportunity for members to purchase an SCV 

blazer and many members bought one. Once the ordering period was over, we received many requests to 

open a reorder period so that they could participate. 

  

At the 2017 Reunion in Memphis, a very few pre-productions of the SCV Blazer was available for members 

to see. I can say that I saw the production blazers at the Stephen Dill Lee Institute in Shreveport in mid-

February and they look very good. 

  

Since we had such a great response to the SCV Blazer last year and members are asking for another ordering 

period, we have opened March as an opportunity for you to reorder these in time for the 2018 in 

Franklin/Columbia, TN! 

  

Also, please see our ad in the March/April Confederate Veteran Magazine on page 31! Ordering period is 

until 28 March 2018 with delivery in mid-June 2018 so hurry and get yours today! Go to   https://blaze-

in.com/scv.html or to order over the phone please call 203-594-9666 or email scott@blaze-in.com  

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PnfUTDM9mjNTC8vRdKkEiT41FGjxAgy6useJztOAcqeCOGhBbmaEmfAOA4yVRWJ3i1Oi7Gl9eX0PLSfCjZ7FyoIkbyTDbp_W01F-BIECRbl9xO--p6hBAUGdORojnZclNZBRJnvhHaFAmspNPyO08eXHIIOFltO40Ye3Y3AJ3aorAQ8Np3XT5g==&c=5MSVJiOUGaA-FqSfeKpodjO4qjMVcQMa642qwMFCPcwMTn4QgCa8WQ==&ch=wwfBwL6ypuh6A_lGkIIypuCYu-4GDe9HfemXTRokHWyVmdnvLHYPfg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PnfUTDM9mjNTC8vRdKkEiT41FGjxAgy6useJztOAcqeCOGhBbmaEmfAOA4yVRWJ3i1Oi7Gl9eX0PLSfCjZ7FyoIkbyTDbp_W01F-BIECRbl9xO--p6hBAUGdORojnZclNZBRJnvhHaFAmspNPyO08eXHIIOFltO40Ye3Y3AJ3aorAQ8Np3XT5g==&c=5MSVJiOUGaA-FqSfeKpodjO4qjMVcQMa642qwMFCPcwMTn4QgCa8WQ==&ch=wwfBwL6ypuh6A_lGkIIypuCYu-4GDe9HfemXTRokHWyVmdnvLHYPfg==
mailto:scott@blaze-in.com
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Upcoming Event: Confederate Memorial Day   
 

April 21st ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ Aƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ vǳƛƴŎȅΦ The 
service will begin at 3PM and be followed by a meal at a local restaurant. Please make an effort to attend; 
we almost lost our Confederate holidays this year through a bill which died in committee. While the bill 

died this year it very well may come back. We will always celebrate this day be it a holiday, an observance, 
not on the calendar, or even banned. But one of the major talking points in favor of stripping our holidays 
away was that they were not celebrated anymore and had faded from memory. Will you affirm that lie? Or 

will you help prove them wrong?  

 
 

The Tonge Factory of Bainbridge Georgia.  
 

The little-known cotton factory in Bainbridge was a key to clothing the confederate soldier and citizens 
during the wartime years of 1861-1864. The factory was owned by Samuel Davis Tonge (1811-1867) 
formerly of Baltimore Maryland via Liverpool England. The S.D. Tonge and Company was also known as the 
Bainbridge Manufacturing Company. 
 

S.D. Tonge, bought a three-story building just before the war and relocated to Bainbridge. The new Tonge 
factory produced cotton sheeting, ball thread, homespun, and rope and had a workforce of about 125 
people. Evidence suggests that this cotton factory produced enough supply to satisfy the local cotton 
needs early on in the war.  Tonge like most businesses in the South was over taxed at making products with 
an ever-shrinking workforce that was taken by volunteering and conscription. Documents show that Mr. 
Tonge engaged in hauling items over-land for the Confederate Government. In mid-1863, he sold and 
delivered 1000lbs of bacon to Confederate Commissary in Quincy, Florida. 

  
The 3rd confederate conscription act of 1864 ended manufacturing at the Tonge Factory. 
However, that did not stop Mr. Tonge. In 1864 Mr. Tonge donated 42 bales of cotton that he had stored in 
Americus Georgia to the hospitals in Macon Georgia that cotton was turned into mattress via the Macon 
Cotton Factory which produced over 1,000 mattresses for the Macon Hospitals. 
aǊΦ ¢ƻƴƎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΣ {ŀƳǳŜƭ 5ŀǾƛǎ ¢ƻƴƎŜΣ WǊΦΣ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ CƭƻǊida Seminary in 
Tallahassee, FL. Samuel Davis Tonge is buried in Oak City Cemetery in Bainbridge Georgia. 

 

THE TONGE FACTORY 

The Tonge Factory, owned by S. D. Tonge, stood on the 

South bank of the Flint River one-fourth mile west of 

here. The cloth produced by this plant was used by the 

women of Bainbridge to make uniforms for the 

Confederate soldiers of Decatur county. The factory also 

supplied the counties needy with cotton yarn during the 

critical period of the War Between the States. In July 

1864, Mr. Tonge gave the Macon Hospital enough cotton 

to produce 1,200 mattresses for the comfort of the sick 

and wounded Confederate soldiers sent to Macon from 

battle areas. 
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Heritage Opportunities  

 

March 10 ς Woodville Founders Day 10am-4pm 
March 13 ς Regular Camp Meeting ς Guest Speaker Libby Smith 
April 10 ς Regular Camp Meeting ς Guest Speaker Doug Croley 
April 21 ς /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ vǳƛƴŎȅΦ  
April 22 ς Confederate Memorial Day in Old City Cemetery in Tallahassee 
May 8 ς Regular Camp Meeting 
May 26 ς Memorial Service at Roseland Cemetery in Monticello. FinleyΩs conducting. 
June 1-3 ς Florida Division Reunion in Ocala 
June 12 ς Regular Camp Meeting 
 
For times, locations, and details for the following events please contact Commander Crocker at 
kvcroadking@yahoo.com or 850-339-3051. 
 
For comments, questions, concerns, or submissions to the newsletter please contact the editor at 
timothy.d.cotton.27@gmail.com
 

Our meetings are always held on the second Tuesday of each and every month at the Golden Corral 
restaurant on North Monroe Street across from Lake Ella.  The program will start promptly at 6:45 so be 
sure to arrive early (6:00) to enjoy a fine meal and socialize before the meeting starts. 

The Camp Cresset Newsletter is the official publication of Camp 1614, Finley’s Brigade Sons of Confederate Veterans.  No content 

may be reproduced in part, or in whole, without the expressed written authorization from the Editor-in-Chief.  All parts herein remain 

the sole property of SCV Camp 1614. ©2017 

mailto:kvcroadking@yahoo.com

