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Camp Cresset 
Finleyôs Brigade 

Camp #1614 

Havana, Florida 
 

 

Recipient ï 2011 and 2012 Dr. George R. Tabor ñMost Distinguished Campò Award 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and  
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."  

 
 

 

&ÉÎÌÅÙȭÓ "ÒÉÇÁÄÅ ,ÅÅ-Jackson Southern Heritage Event 
 January 24, 2015 

Ȱ!Î %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌÓȱ 
 

 

Finleyôs Brigade and the MAHB Confederate Rose Society would like to invite you to the premiere event of 

the year! On January 24
th
 at 5pm at Mission San Luis in Tallahassee, we will be hosting Generals Robert E 

Lee, J.E.B. Stuart, and Thomas J ñStonewallò Jackson. They will present a special program for us that 

evening. We are told that 2015 will be the last year that these Generals will present this program together. 

You will not want to miss it! Tickets are on sale now for $40 each and include appetizers, a fine meal, 

auction items, entertainment, and good Southern hospitality. To reserve your seats, contact Marshall Carroll 

at 545-6804, Libby Smith at 877-9183, or Kelly Crocker at 339-3051. 
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Confederate Inn Follow-up 
 
 

Last month, I posted a picture of the Confederate 
Inn located on US Hwy 90W and the Ochlockonee 

River. I am proud to say that some of our members 
had been there and was able to provide a little 

more information. Were still not sure of the 
starting date, but the establishment was known as 
ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ Lƴƴέ ƛƴ мфсоΦ The photo on the 

right is provided by Compatriot David Brinkley and 
shows him leaning on a wagon in front of the 

ά/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ /ƭǳōέ ƛƴ мфсрΦ όbƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¦{ Iǿȅ фл 
in background is just two lanes) 

Thank you David! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Compatriot Richard White provided 
this color photo from May 1968 of 
himself and his 1961 Austin Healy 
{ǇǊƛǘŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άConfederate 
{ǳǇǇŜǊ /ƭǳōέΦ Thank you, RW. 
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Private Joseph Hughes 51st Georgia Infantry  
 

hƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млΣ нлмп CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
Private Joseph Hughes. Private Hughes is buried beside his wife Eliza 
Hughes in TallahasseeΩǎ hŀƪƭŀƴŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ 

death in 1931 and apparently no family had provisions to place a marker 
for him when he died two years later. Fortunately, the City of Tallahassee 
has decent records for Oakland Cemetery; so the Graves Committee of 
CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ IǳƎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

him from the Veterans Administration.  
 

Joseph Hughes was born in 1836 in Randolph County, Georgia. His lifelong 
occupation was a farmer. He joined ǘƘŜ άwŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ wŀƴƎŜǊǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

became Company H of the 51st Georgia on May 15, 1862 at Cuthbert, 
Georgia, and was surrendered at Appomattox Court House, Virginia on 

April 9, 1865. According to Compatriot James Parrish, the 51st fought alongside the 50th Georgia Infantry. 
They were involved at Secessionville, SC, Second Manassas, South Mountain, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, 

Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Chattanooga, Knoxville, The Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, 
Petersburg, and the Battles around Richmond. 

 
After the War, Joseph returned to Georgia to resume his life. At some point after 1900 he moved to Leon 

County, Florida where he applied for a Confederate Pension in 1931 
https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/173012?id=2    we were searching for pensioners when we 

discovered that Joseph Hughes was in an unmarked grave. It is always troubling to find out that 
Confederates are in unmarked graves here in sight of the Florida Capitol.  There are several more here that 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƛƴƭŜȅΩǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƪƴŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴΦ !ǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴ 

unmarked Soldier, it is equally rewarding to provide that hero a permanent marker displaying his service to 
the South. 

 
(Compatriots Chris Miller aƴŘ WƛƳ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊ ǎŜǘ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ IǳƎƘŜǎΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǊύ 

https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/173012?id=2
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Cadets of the West Florida Seminary 

Like most Regular Confederate units, the Company of Cadets had many sets of brothers and other 

kinsman. There were six sets of brothers in the Company, 150 years ago: Herman and Frank Damon of 

Tallahassee, Prospere and Henry DeMilly of Tallahassee, James P. and George Houstoun of Savannah, 

Arthur and James Randolph of Tallahassee, Luther and Milton Tucker of Wakulla County, and John Wesley 

and Samuel Wethington of Jefferson County. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ 5ŀƳƻƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

Cadet Herman Flint Damon 

Herman Damon was born December 28, 1847 in Leon County Florida. He was the second son of George 

ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ 5ŀƳƻƴΦ IŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ /ŀōƛƴŜǘƳŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мутл ǘƘŜ 5ŀƳƻƴΩǎ operated a furniture 

store in Tallahassee. 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ мусмΣ IŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ нnd Florida Infantry, CSA; while 

Herman and his younger brother Franklin, attended school at the West Florida Seminary. The boys at the 

Seminary attended academic classes and received military training. After the Battle of Olustee, in February 

1864, the Cadets also guarded union prisoners held here in Tallahassee. Herman stated later, in his pension 

applicationΣ άǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎee area and at the Battle of Natural Bridge in March 1865έ. 

IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨΨhe and other Cadets were paroled on May 10, 1865 when the Federals occupied 

¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΦέ  

As a young man, Herman was employed as a Clerk-in-store in Tallahassee. Presumably ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ 

But, sometime before 1880 he moved to Jacksonville, Florida and worked as a clerk there for about 20 

years. By 1900, he had moved back to Tallahassee and lived in the home of his sister Mary at 196 Clinton 

Street. (Clinton Street is now called College Avenue). 

In 1908, Herman Damon applied for and received a Confederate pension based on his service as a Cadet. 

Cadets Charles L Beard and George L Baltzell signed his pension application as witnesses to his service. 

Tallahassee physician Benjamin Bond wrote on the pension application that άHerman F Damon is totally 

paralyzed on one side of his body and totally unable to make a living by manual labor or mental effortΦ ά 

Lƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ /ŀŘŜǘ IŜǊƳŀƴ Cƭƛƴǘ 5ŀƳƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ άcross over the riverέΣ ƻƴ aŀȅ фΣ мфмлΦ 

The May 13, 1910 edition of the Tallahassee Weekly True Democrat contained this statement: "Herman 

Damon, who has been an intense sufferer for several years from paralysis, died at the home of his sisters 

on College Avenue Saturday morning." 

/ŀŘŜǘ 5ŀƳƻƴΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 5ŀƳƻƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ tƭƻǘ ƛƴ hƭŘ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ tƭƻǘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ City and Church records are unclear as to 

which plot Herman Damon is buried in. 
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Tallahassee Veterans Village 
 

Hey Confederates we had made some lead way on food issues at Veterans Village. We are now going to be 
taking canned goods off of our target item list. We are now going back to soaps such as bar soap, dish soap 
and detergents as our target items. It put a smile on my face to know that Veterans Village isƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
dire need for food and that we helped put food on their table. Veterans Village wants to thank us for all of 
our help. I am so proud of us it makes me feel on top of the world that our Camp is involved with our 
community.  
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ȅΩŀƭƭ  
Chris Miller 

 

Commanders Comments 
 

Happy New Year, FinleyΩs Brigade! As we enter this year of 2015, we will certainly be busy! Our 
Lee/Jackson Event is on the 24th of this month. Please support the Camp as we celebrate the birthday of   

Generals Robert E Lee and Thomas J άStonewallέ Jackson. We have a wonderful evening of food, 
entertainment, and hospitality planned for you. The tickets are $40 each and Ancestor Memorials are $15 

each. The ticket price helps us cover the cost of the meal and entertainment. 
 

In February, we will celebrate the Confederate victory at Olustee, Florida. Some of you will re-enact, be in 
the parade, or attend the activities at Lake City/ Olustee. If you have not attended before, make plans now. 

Also in February, we will take care of our Adopt-A-Road opportunity, as we clean up the approach to the 
Natural Bridge Battlefield Park. We are expecting a record number of attendees, since this is the 150th 

anniversary of the Confederate victory here at home. 
 

In March we will have our recruiting/information booth at the Natural Bridge event. FinleyΩs will also be 
hosting the Florida Confederate Memorial Wall at Natural Bridge and we will be assisting the UDC with 

their annual ceremony at the Monument. 
 

April will bring Resurrection Sunday and a host of Confederate Memorial Day celebrations. On April the 4th, 
the Florida Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans will host a Division wide Memorial Service at the 
Olustee Battlefield Park at 10:30 am. FinleyΩs Brigade has set our Confederate Memorial Day Service at 
Soldiers Cemetery in Quincy for April 11th, and we will assist the UDC with their CMD service in Old City 

Cemetery on April 26th. 
 

So, as you can see we off and running in the New Year! Make plans to attend these events now. It is a good 
time to be a Southerner! 

 
 

Kelly Crocker  
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 A Southern Christmas ; 1864 
 
 

On December 6, 2014 members of Finleyȭs Brigade and the MAHB Confederate Rose Society 
participated in a play entitled Ȱ! Southern Christmas; 1864ȱ. The play was written by Michelle Kirby 
and was sponsored by the R. Don McLeod Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. The 

event was held at Crawfordville First Baptist Church. 
Finleyȭs Color Guard acted as Sentinels and posted the Colors. Other members provided background 

music, or had active roles in the play. Ladies from the Confederate Rose Society adorned the stage and 
made us all proud. After the play, all in attendance were treated to refreshments. The Wakulla County 
Historical Society extended their hours that day for attendees to visit their Library/Museum. It was a 

good day to be a Southerner. Thank you to all who supported this event! 
 
 
 

 
Compatriots Jim Windsor and Paul Kirby on Sentinel duty 
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Above: FinleyΩs Color Guard: Color Sergeant Richard Witt, Larry Thomas, Jim Windsor, Chris Miller, and Paul Kirby. 

 
Below:  Michelle Kirby as Susan Bradford Eppes, Annette Harrell as Ellen Call Long, and Barbara Witt as Aunt Sue 
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Above Left: L-R: Thomas Jessee as General Robert E Lee, Andy Gowan as a Confederate Messenger, and 

Richard Witt as Colonel Taylor, Aide to General Lee, and sitting: άOlΩ Saint Nickέ. 

Above Right: Chaplain John Howell plays άDixieέ. 

 

Florida 150 years ago  

January 23, 1865-A telegraph dispatch has reached Tallahassee from Richmond with the information 

that President Jefferson Davis has approved the bill which establishes a General-in-Chief of all the 

Confederate armies. The genuine merit of a centralized command has long been recognized. The 

Florida admirers of General Robert E Lee believe that he is the only man to be considered for that 

appointment. 

 


