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"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause
for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate
soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues,
the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and
those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."

_ Editoros Commen
Camp Officers David R. Cline

Greetings Compatriots! This has been a busy
summer. Kids are out of school, they are in
South Florida with their grandparents, now
15'Lt. Commander Fhey are getting ready for sqhool. When QOes
Marshall Carroll it end? We have some exciting things going
on in the camp. You will have to come to next
2" | t. Commander weekods meeting to find
Bill Beckham Commander and our 3" Brigade Commander
have written some outstanding articles on
Adjutant/Secetary their trip to the National Reunion in Vicksburg,
Michael Grissom Mississippi. | have also included an article
from another Sam Davis Youth Camp (SDYC)
camper. | really want to show what a great
camp it is for our youth and the changes you
can see in our children that attend the camp.

Commander
Graham F. Smith

3" Brigade Gmmander/Chaplain
Kelly V. Crocker

Color Sergeant
Anthony Harveg ~
Commander 6s Commg

Color GuardDrill Instructor . “ .
Richard Witt Finleyds Brigade
Graham F. Smith

Past Commanders I
Bill Beckham

Marshall Carroll
Doug Croley

know. I knowét he |
read about in the Cresset is a detailed day by
day explanation of our trip to and from the
SCV National Reunion in Vicksburg,
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Mi ssi ssippi Wel |, thi
you might expect but | want to tell you a little

of what we experienced.

On the way to Vicksburg, Libby and | stopped
by Biloxi, Mississippi and visited Beauvoir

Graham and Libby Smith on the front steps of
Beauvoir, the retirement home of Confederate
President Jefferson Davis

because we were unable to attend the
heritage rally earlier this year and had heard
so much about the restoration of the home
and grounds since the devastation Hurricane
Katrina. Beauvoir is the retirement home of
Confederate President Jefferson Davis and
the location of the Jefferson Davis Presidential
Li brary and Museum.
been there, it is well worth the trip and the
minimal fee charged for a tour of the Davis
home and garden. A real surprise for me was
the fact that the Mississippi Division, SCV is
the owner of the home, the library, and many
acres of propertytdnost wh
be for them.

The house and property are right across

highway 90 from the Gulf of Mexico. The

Tomb of the Unknown Confederate Soldier

and a cemetery that contains 771 graves of
Confederate veterans and their wives are also

on the property.

Fo

SIS M AT N,

THE UNKNOWN' SOLDIER
‘ oF TH! —
CONFEDERATE STAYES OF AMERICA

On the day before the reunion, Lt. Cmdr.
Marshall Carroll and | rode our motorcycles
(trailered to Vicksburg) through Louisiana into
Texas. We enjoyed the ride but the purpose
of the ride was to include two more
Confederate states to the list of states we
have ridden our bikes in. While crossing
Louisiana we stopped in the town of West
Monroe and visited the warehouse of Duck
Commander, of Duck Dynasty TV series

f ame. NnHey C

Jack, o
happy, happyo visit

aft
we

codl A .

Marshall Carroll and Graham Smith at Duck
Commander in West Monroe, Louisiana

Across the Texas state line we rode to the
Confederate monument and historic Harrison
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County Courthouse in the town of Marshall. The fibusinessodo conduct
The courthouse was absolutely magnificent was brief and interspersed with many

and | cano6t s telabotatet o d e steresting preséntations/ programs. One
architecture in this article. After the tour of the business session (approx. 1% hours) was
courthouse we made the 220 mile return trip devoted to two SCV Constitutional

to Vicksburg.

Mar shall and | <caught
compatriots Kelly Crocker and JR Miller early
Thursday morning (July 17) prior to the start of
the first dayds meeti
with the opening ceremonies followed by local
and state dignitaries welcoming all of the
compatriots/delegates from throughout the
United States.

Interior of the historic Harrison County Courthouse
in Marshall, Texas

amendments and a couple formal SCV
proclamations. The results of these items
should be reported in the next edition of the
Confederate Veteran magazine.

, The meetings were extremely interesting and
Marshall Carroll at the Confederate Monument in informative but the best part of the reunion
Marshall, Texas was the fellowship we shared with the
The fAbusiness meeti ngs 0 compatriets frore dthér afmles) divisidrs,yand
Friday, and Saturday mornings leaving camps. l'tds amazing t
everyone free for afternoon tours of the or thousands of miles separation come
historic city of Vicksburg and the National together for three days each year because of
Military Park. The park consisted of the their unifying bonds of Confederate heritage
battlefields and entrenchments resulting from and brotherhood, and the honor and respect
the Union Armyos siege of Vicksburg.
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of our individual and collective Confederate
ancestors.

| want you to know that Kelly, JR, Marshall,
and | were extremely proud to represent

Fi n | eigadesandBach of its members
while we were at the reunion. From the
discussions with many compatriots and
national officers, it became very obvious that
the reputation of our Camp, our members, and
our accomplishments are circulating
throughout the Confederation. We are also
known as a camp of gentlemen.

leey s Brlgade Members Kelly Crocker, Graham |

Smith, Marshall Carroll, and JR Miller pose for a
picture at the National Reunion in Vicksburg,
Mississippi

We have built our reputation through
accomplishments, awards, membership
growth, and the dedication and commitment of
our members. Over the last four years that
| 6ve been attending
|l 6ve noticed that
brothers are familiar with the Camp name
AFinl eyds Brigade. 0

Gentlemen, | am proud and honored to be
your Camp Commander and most importantly,
your friend.

I n Dixie Land |1 o6l

Graham

t he
mor e

t akeC

Vicksburg Made Personal
Kelly Crocker

Another National Reunion of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans has now come and
gone. The Reunion was in Vicksburg,
Mississippi this year, and a good time was
had by all. | would encourage all of you to try
and attend one of these annual reunions; after
all, many of our Confederate ancestors made
the effort to attend.
was again recognized when Commander
Smith received another Dixie Award for
recruiting, and Compatriot Marshall Carroll
received a Nation Graves Award.
Congratulations to both of you!

The location of this Reunion was very

personal to me. One of my ancestors is buried
i n ASol diers
Cedar Hill Cemetery in Vicksburg. 3rd
Sergeant Levi M Miller, 6th Florida Infantry,
Company K is among the 1600 Confederates
buried here. Levi Miller served in the
Command of Captain Angus McMillan;
Grandfather of Camp member Finley
McMillan, and GG-Grandfather of Camp
member Andy Gowan. And of course you
know that the 6th Florida at that time was
commanded by Colonel Jesse J. Finley.

LeviMMi | | er was born i
Ferry, Washington County, Florida. He
married Sarah and they had one daughter
named Elizabeth, who was born in 1859. Like
all of his family, he was a farmer by
occupation. In March of 1862 he joined

CRRt RbA
desighategsGorgpany K of ig Gth FL iafgntry

Regiment. At the time of his enlistment he was
described as: being
sandy hair, and fair skin. He served in the
AKentucky
and was left in Kentucky when the Army

moved back to Tennessee. He was found and

red by the Jgion Army on October 28,

1862. The Yankees sent Levi and others

Rest o, t hjp

a Mc Miafiylvpigh gvas laero m

60

Campai gno whip

(@)
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down the Mississippi River to Vicksburg,
which was a prisoner exchange port. Levi
Miller made it to Vicksburg, but died a short
while later on December, 16 1862. It is
unclear if he was exchanged before he died,
or if he died while still in Union captivity.

Kelly at the headstone for y ancestor 3rd
Sergeant Levi Miller, 6th FL Inf, Co K.

Old records show that Sgt. Miller was buried
i n a potteros field,
guadrant, Section B, of a local Confederate
Cemetery. Like many Southern towns after
the war; Vicksburg and the Ladies Memorial
Society had the Confederate Soldiers re-
interred in one cemetery. This place became
ASol di ers Resto at
Through the years the Ladies managed to
obtain headstones from the Government.
These headstones are arranged in rows and
sections by the State that the Soldier unit was
from. We know that they did not die in that
order, or that they are buried in that order.
But, it does add a sense of order to the
cemetery and it makes your ancestor easier to
find.

It is interesting that the Vicksburg National
Cemetery lays just a stone throw from
Soldiers Rest. The National Cemetery is
where the 17,000 Union troops are buried.

Ceda

"Soldiers Rest" at Cedar Hill Cemetery in
Vicksburg, Mississippi.

There are two Confederates buried in the
National Cemetery, although | do not know
why. | do know that the National has been
maintained for 145 years by taxpayers from all
States; while Soldiers Rest was created and
has been maintained as a labor of love by
Southern Women and other Heritage

ovga#b@ati bhnstheThat 6B

makes this fApersonal 0

Yo6all t hi nkCrackep ut it

Private Tuten Memorial Service

Ket ydirr talend5r€ i SdtuRdhyY September
14, 201 3, at 4: 00pm.
conducting a Memorial Service for the Family
of Private James Albert Tuten of the First
Florida Reserves, Company F. The service
will be at Station Field Cemetery in Taylor
County near Shady Grove. The cemetery is
also known as Andrews or Tuten Cemetery.

We met Vicky Cureton, the G-G-G-
Granddaughter of Private Tuten, back in
March when the Camp participated in the
Family History Fair at the LDS Church. After
some discussion, it was determined that
James Albert Tuten did not have a headstone,
and was marked only with a fat-lightered
plank. After some research, we found that he
had a solid record and his burial was recorded
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on the WPA Veterans Grave Survey of 1941.
The Camp assisted Mrs. Cureton with the
application for a Government headstone from
the Veterans Administration, and set the
headstone for the family when it came in.

Set your calendars for Saturday, September
14, 2013, at 4: 00pm.

conducting a Memorial Service for the Family
of Private James Albert Tuten of the First
Florida Reserves, Company F. The service
will be at Station Field Cemetery in Taylor
County near Shady Grove. The cemetery is
also known as Andrews or Tuten Cemetery.

We met Vicky Cureton, the G-G-G-
Granddaughter of Private Tuten, back in
March when the Camp patrticipated in the
Family History Fair at the LDS Church. After
some discussion, it was determined that
James Albert Tuten did not have a headstone,
and was marked only with a fat-lightered
plank. After some research, we found that he
had a solid record and his burial was recorded
on the WPA Veterans Grave Survey of 1941.
The Camp assisted Mrs. Cureton with the
application for a Government headstone from
the Veterans Administration, and set the
headstone for the family when it came in.

Now we need your help! We would like to give
this Soldier and his Family a proper tribute for
his Confederat e Service. The
ever seen what we do. There is a potential to
talk to prospective members there. And as a
special treat: there will be food after the
Service. Hope to see you there!

Directions: From I-10 go east to US Hwy
221(exit 241) then south on US Hwy 221
about 13.5 miles, then right on Preston
Sheffield Rd for 2 miles, then left on Andrew
Cemetery Road for 500 feet.

Directions: From Tallahassee via US 19/27
South. Travel south through Capps and

Lamont and turn left on State Road 14. This is
the first paved road to the left after you enter
Taylor County. Stay on SR-14 until you reach
US Hwy 221 at Shady Gr
Turn right/south on 221 for 2.2 miles and then
turn left on Preston Sheffield for 2 miles then
left on Andrews Cemetery Road.
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SAM DAVIS YOUTH CAMP 2013 AND
THE FUTURE

Kendall and Carlton Payne

Our country is in a state of peril. For far too
long prayer has been neglected in our
schools, teaching our youth how to be
Southern Ladies and Gentlemen has been
abandoned, and the ways of past generations
have been thrown out the window. | am 44
years of age and in my raising | was taught to
respect GOD, my past and heritage, how to
work, to respect the opposite sex, and take
responsibility for my actions. | was taught
about Saint Andrews cross and flag, an article
that wil|l appear in
and to respect my beliefs and stand strong for
them. In modem terms | was taught to be
"Historically accurate instead of politically
correct”". One example of what | mean is that
my wife and | have given our full support for
the past eight years to a group who we
thought would never change their position;
however, due to being politically correct they
have changed their stand. That is the Boy
Scouts of America. The sad truth with most of
our country now is that we feel we need to be
"Politically Correct" and forget about our
raising and what is ethically right and worry
about what others think. This is why | praise
Mr. Jack Marlar and the staff of the Sam Davis
Youth Camp, in Virginia and Texas, for what
they teach and their efforts.

The staff of Virginia and Texas should be
praised for their efforts with the Sam Davis
Youth Camp. My mother is a firm believer in
the Sam Davis youth camps and | know my
grandmother would be. And after the decision
of the Boy Scouts of America, more will be in
support of the Sam Davis Youth Camp. In my
Family and I's church membership have
expressed interest in the camp and my wife
and | wish to be leaders next year. This is a
camp that is worthy of our youths attendance
and we should push this. In my opinion the
SCV and the UDC of this area should work to

establish a Sam Davis Youth Camp in our
area maybe in Georgia or South Carolina to
take the pressure from Virginia and Texas or if
nothing else to make the camp more covenant
to our local youth. But if there is not enough
interest or money to justify a new central
location for a camp at least we should
promote the two existing camps to the LAST
FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION!

My wife, Sharon, and | feel that the last eight
years have been wasted after the ruling by
BSA and we should have been more involved
in something with a future that can and will
improve the future of our young people's lives.

n e x Some bawetaskédsvhah does & maiter abeut |

our past and my answer is COURAGE,
HONOR, and LOYALTY to our GOD, PAST,
COUNTRY, and BEING WHAT EVER WE
RESOLVE TO BE were once good things and
still are to those of us who are not worried
about being "politically correct". The BSA
have an oath that says, "On my honor | will do
my best to do my duty to GOD and my country
and to obey the scout law to help other people
at all times to keep myself physically strong,
mentally awake, and morally straight,”
however, with the recent ruling they have
thrown this out of the window. This oath is a
good thing for our youth and older people to
follow and | know that the UDC and SCV will
always follow the principles of it. That is why
my family and | commit to keeping these ideas
alive.

We have further committed to educating our
youth in public, private, and home schools.
We have had interest in all three groups and
when the fall 2013 school year starts, with the
help of the SCV, UDC, and the re-enactors,
we are launching a campaign to educate
these groups about the true old southern ways
and the War Between the States.

Let me make this clear that | do not wish to be
a bragging parent; however, all of my children
are good boys but ever since Carlton has

came home from the Sam Davis Youth Camp
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he has been on fire for his Southern Heritage August Meeting
and this has rubbed off on his brothers. He
has talked to me about the importance of
getting into the school systems and teaching
the truth of our Southern Heritage. Let us
imagine a fourth of our countries youth having
this fire it would spread and we could have the
youth of this country spreading the love and
conviction that our gallant ancestors did one
hundred fifty three years ago. Now let us think
about this notion pray fully and know what our
country could become once again. And as |
leave you with this thought about the Our meetings are always held on the second
importance of educating our youth through the Tuesday of each and every month at the
Sam Davis camps and of getting into schools Golden Corral restaurant on North Monroe
let us listen to what Carlton has to say about Street across from Lake Ella. The program
Sam Davis Youth Camp 2013. will start promptly at 6:45 so be sure to arrive
| had an abundance of fun at the Sam Davis early (6:00) to enjoy a fine meal and socialize
Youth Camp. | learned a great deal of history before the meeting starts. | hope to see you
and did a considerable amount of activities. all there!

The activities were canoeing, archery, rifles, .

zip lining, and swimming. The lectures were Upcoming events

about the flags of the Confederacy, the un civil

The August meeting will be dedicated to
compatriot Lamar Cox0s
William Fletcher Cox who served in the 53rd
Alabama Partisan Rangers.

The program will cover the highlights of the
National Reunion in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Al so, Mr . Hal Johnson
in Monticello will share some ideas on
fundraising.

For times, locations, and details for the

war, the ladies of the Confederacy, songs, following events please contact Commander

doctors, and hospitals of the Confederacy. Smith at GESmith@embargmail.com or 877-
There was also a play about a Confederate 9183,

soldier. | also learned 1800's style dancing August 13 i Monthly Camp Meeting

and how to fire a cannon. We also casted September 10 i Monthly Camp Meeting
bullets and shot muskets as well. My favorite September 14 i Private James Tuten

things were the play and the dancing. THANK Memorial

YOU for sponsoring me to go to camp. September 21 i Adopt-A-Road Clean-up
September 27-29 7 Rifles, Rails & History
Living History Encampment
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Marshall Carroll with a few of his friends.

Kelly Crocker, JR Miller, ad MarshallCarroll lookthroudh a
Scrapbook during a break in the business sesaidhe Reunion




